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I.—F orticn Pourrtcs. 


The Sahachar, of the 16tk September, says that, following the example of 
other rulers and statesmen, Her Majesty might have 
annexed Manipur; but instead of doing that, she has 
placed a native Rajah, at least in name, upon the throne of that State. We 
cannot blame Government for this; for Government received much provo- 
cation. : ; oe | 

But where will Manipur, which isa petty State, get money to pay its tribute 
to Government? ‘That a kingdom is ruined for the sins of its king is @ saying 
which our Government does not care to know. Why should the poor Manipuris 
suffer for the misdeeds of Tikendrajit ® It will be well not to impose a 
tribute upon that poor State. The action of Government in refusing the new 
ruler of Manipur the title of Maharaja smells of little-minded vindictiveness, 
We hope Government will reconsider this matter. Why has the State been 
given to a child of five? It is not difficult to answer this question. By this 
arrangement the State will remain long in the hands of Government, and it will 
have the same effect as annexation. We do not nevertheless condemn this 
measure. People knew nothing of Manipur before. It appears from what has 
transpired that the old uncivilised order of things prevailed in that State. It is 
shenebers certain that under a British Officer, who will probably be sole ruler of the 
State for the next fifteen or sixteen years, there will be considerable improvement. 
We approve of the arrangement made by Government, because it will promote the 
welfare of the Manipur people. The late Manipur affair has done credit neither to 
the British Government nor to the late Maharaja. Dramas generally conclude 
with the marriage of heroes and heroines. ‘I'he installation of the new ruler 
concludes the Manipur drama. Many mistakesand blunders have been made, and 
theend could not be expected to be beautiful in every respect. But Government 
has not, on the whole, acted unjustly; although it has acted somewhat like the 
Dacca weaver. ues: 

2. The Samay, of the 18th September, says that, though Chura Chand has 
many elder brothers, none of them has been selected 
for the Rajahship, in order to prevent the people of 
Manipur from exercising any power in the State for a long time, The new 
Raja will have to pay tribute to Government regularly. Manipur was an 
independent State, but it has now been made tributary. Nay, it has 
been reduced to a worse position, for the British Government is now 
its real ruler. The law regulating the succession to the State has also been 
changed. | 

3. The Bangavasi, of the 19th September, has the following :—Tikendrajit 

The settlement of the Manipur has suffered what was decreed by his fate; ped 
question, chandra’s fate has been settled by the trial held by 
the English ; and now Chura Chandra has been elevated to the throne by his 
- fate’sdecree. It now only remains to know. how the English will decide the fate 
of Maharaja Surachandra. : 

4, The Hitavadi, of the 19th September, has the following on the selection 
of Chura Chand as Raja of Manipur:—A Raja has 
been at last selected for Manipur. Government 
has, after much laborious enquiry, secured a boy of five, who is distantly con- 
nected with the late Maharaja Chandrakirt. The boy’s name is Chura Chand, 
and he is a grandson of Nara Singh. The boy is fortunate enough to obtain the 
throne, but there his fortune ends. He will not be called Maharaja, but will 
have to remain contented all his life with the title of Raja. Besides, Manipur, 
which never paid tribute to Government, will have to pay tribute from this 
time forward. During the minority of Chura Chand a British Officer will rule 
the State. What more is neccessary to complete Manipur’s loss of independ- 
ence ? 

5. The Prakriti, of the 19th September, has the following on the selection 
of Chura Chand as Rajah of Manipur:— God and the 
Viceroy alone know why no one among the several 
elder brothers of Chura Chand, who have attained majority, has been selected 
as Rajah of Manipur. People justly say that Government has selected a boy of five, 
simply because this will give it an opportunity of ruling Manipur for a long 
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time, and of framing the new Rajah’s character according to its.wish.' Ge 


’ 
a 


ment promised not to annex Manipur, byt.the arrangements which it has msde 


‘ 


for its government are tantamount :to annexation. Maharajah’ Sura Chandia 
was ‘a candidate for the throne, and why has his claim been overlooked ?.. W 
again, can be the’ regson of Gavernment’s conferring the title: of Raj th instead 
of } Maharajah on ‘Chura Chand? Is not this a proof that Manipur has been 
deprived of much of its prestige and privilage?,... se * 
| 6. The Sanjivani, of the 19th September, has\the following :—+-The :tfhate 


‘ai Meniour, Of Manipur; has been sealed. |The British: pabii 
rere wie Ce startle at; the name of annexation and pes: 
- ‘a ery against the adoption of such. PbO icy: .In Parliament, too, the poliéy of 

‘annexation was criéd down. ‘The Government of India had, :thérefdre;i-to 
assure the public that the State would; not: be annexed +o British! ‘terfitory, 


‘Manipur has not, it is true, been breught. under diréct English subjection:;\bit it 
‘has been reduced. to the position of a tributary State under the British Govert- 
ment. Thus Manipur has been deprived.of that independence which it enjoyed 
from time immemorial. ~ Arges oF ce owns (i ae 
A State is never ruined except for grave sins; and the old State of Manipny, 
+00, has not been ruined except for sin. But it is the.luw. of Providence -4hat 
evil shall lead to good; and the massacres.in Manipur have ;lad to ‘the establish- 
ment of good government there. The State is .still inhabited:.-by wild->and 
barbarous Nagas and Kukis, and there was not the :smallest probability. of the 
light of civilisation entering into the State. Providence saw; this: and: bro 
about events like the murder of Quinton, the punishment of : Kulachandyra, ‘the 
execution of Tikendrajit, and the deposition of Sura Chandra,: Every: : oub 
concerned in the late affairs had some sin to expiate for, and he has.expiated ‘for 
it. But out of that expiation has come good. for the State itself..... The N 
Kukis, Manipuris and Lushais will now, in.the: course of-+time, become civilised, 
and their country, which was hitherto the seat of the deepest..ignorance, , will-hd 
illuminated with the light of civilisation and knowledge. The-fall: of. Maniput 
has thus been a gain.to the world, ©, 0) 8 fe Siete de esr 
-  Chura Chandra, who has been. placed on the throne, has. not ‘been invested 
with the title of ‘Maharaja,’but has got only. the title of ‘ Raja,’ like ‘a common 
man. srs, cw will never again hoast.of independenee,. It: will have: to’ paly 
tribute regulatly to’ the English. Government, and the Raja wil id all matters 
be subject tothe control of that Government. . The law’ of -succession;- which 
hitherto prevailed in: the Royal family. of Manipur, will be discontinued; and 
the eldest son of the, ruler will be chosen ruler after. him; and .only in case.of 
a ruler dying sonless shall the succession pass to his brothers.’ But. -this rale 
notwithstanding, no one can be chosen ruler without: the previous sanction of 
the Government of India. He an thal psy! one Borat § Oud ciel eee 
It is hardly possible to speak too highly of British policy. Without 
incurring the stigma of annexing. Manipur, the Knglish have-yet brought. thé 
State entirely under their contro]. : lan Pa. see ee 


7. The Dacca Prakcsh, of the 20th September, refers to the selection of 


a aia Chura Chand as Raja of Manipur, and the arrange: 

iit reactance - ments made for the rn a of the State 
during his minority, and remarks as follows :— -_ : 4 
These things show that Government will gain all the objects of annexation 
without formally annexing the State. The people of Manipur will enjoy none 
of the advantages of British rule, and will suffer all its disadvantages. — , 
8. The Som Prakash, of the 21st September, disapproves of the arrange? 

The ccttheniat of Mocions. ments made by Government in Manipur, and observes 

_ ag follows :-—.. 52 wh hac ie 

If Government justifies its acts in Manipur on grounds of policy; the 
writer must disapprove of those grounds altogether, There can. be no: doubt 
that India has gained in many respects by coming under E nglish rule ; but.it 
isa matter of regret that the morality of her people has suffered under that 
rule. That this has been the case will be clear to any one who compares the 
morality of the Indian people under English rule with their morality before 
the English occupation of the country. The cause of this. moral decline will 
be found in the Rajuniti and in.the social and educational policies of the present 
day. Government is. noW anxious to improve the morality .of. the Indian 


, 
‘ 
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* 


people but‘ nothing ‘will enable’ it so ‘wéll ‘to’ sticceed: ‘in its fort in, this 


__ morality. 


A 


- Government * 


; += y 7 a : me: 4 ‘ @ii.¢: ‘4 AR id aid 6 
ion et effect in ‘practice to principles: ‘of'” justice “an 
) oul ,. ee a pout nat _ bempors 
welfare of its subjects de nds on its acts, and should shape its poli 


tions with that infant ds if-it understands’ what the stipulations mean. A 
of 11 guns has’ been Rouen go 13 cutee fe 
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«dt Manipué the family of Charidrakirti has ‘been’ rained.” Kulachandr: 
and Anga Singh ‘have been transported for life, and Tikend ‘gong 
hanged. ' Jillah Singh remains, but is as good 9s dead. - pach: dra with 
his brothers.and family is an‘-exile -in~ British India. The Jarpilies of, Kula- 
chandra and others are being exiled to Sylhet. None’of the lescendants of 
Chandrakitti:is now ‘in ‘Manipur, ‘and none ‘will be permittéd to remain there. 
‘The: new ‘Raja is a’ great-grandson of Nara Singh, the uncle of | handrakirti, 
The old order of things give 2 has ‘been subverted ; but as the new Raja 
is ‘only. 5- years old, and may ‘die“'before attaining majority, or ‘may die 
childless after having ‘attained ‘majority, ‘there is no. knowing how long the 
new: order will last.’ A new‘ order-has indeed been inaugurated in. Manipur, 
and ‘all trouble and difficulty in that, quarter’ are. over. But. has . L rd 
Dansdowne béen able to ‘exculpate himself? Lord Cross’s. certificate alone 
will not: exculpate him. There are such things as public opinion, history and 
fature generations ; -and' before His Excellency succééds, in exculpating himy 
self, he must have ‘secuted certificates from ‘every ong of these. Approval. of 
his policy by the Secretary of State: and ‘his‘colleagues alone will not do, 
Lord Cross has approved the Viceroy’s' Manipur policy and paid nq heed to, the 
rotests of Parliament and of the Press in En lain and India, |The distance 
sonane England and India being Very great, t is impossible to. rule, India 
from England, and full power to govern India has to be conferred, on 
the Winerey.. Tie’ baie ch “elite; Ws “wall ibt Hee. Flee ie Vageroy in,cony 
sequence: of protests’ in England: It is true that the order ‘for the factor; 
legislation came from“ England: But’ ‘in that’ éase ’, the. interest - ot 
the Secretary of ‘State ‘himself was involved. His Lordship ney that he 
would have to go out of office if he did ‘not humour the English yoters, and 
that is’ why he did not mind circumscribing the powers of the .Viceroy, 
But, where, as in the case-of Manipur, the interests of English voters are not 
involved, the Viceroy must be left in the exercise of full power. The case 
would‘have been different if English interests had been involyed in Manipur. 
There would then have been agitation in the English’ press, extra sittings of 
Parliament, and Lord Lansdowne—nay, the English ministry itself—would have 
been placed in a difficulty. As it is, the Manipur affair will soon vanish from 
the minds of the English people, and they will begin to look upon it with 
complacency, as an affair which has given an opportunity of founding English 
power in Manipur on a firm basis. ee RaRER TS | 
Reference is then made to Sir Alfred Lyall’s article in the August number 
of the Nineteenth Century, in which he says that the English are at liberty to 
establish their power in Nepal, Afghanistan and any other frontier State, and 
that notwithstanding the existence of treaties with those States, provided an 
opportunity for doing so offers itself, and English interests are ‘likely to be 
advanced by so doing. It is no wonder that a man holding such ,opmions 
should ‘support the Manipur: policy of Lord Lansdowne. This was, also the 
view of Sir John Strachey, and the Government of India is giving effect to 
this view in practice; and the writer will be satistied if Government on 
makes an open declaration to that effect. For this is, in fact, the porey whic 
has been always followed by powerful States, and ‘is now being followed. by the 
European nations in Asia, Africa and America. And Sir Alfred Lyall had this 
policy in view when he said that in the course of time Asia,. America, and: 
Oceania will be occupied by the four nations of Europe. ~ ate Ge 
.. The weak must succumb to the’strong. In States following the laws of 
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justice and morality, this: subj jaction of the weak-to she stron oo pa the Welfare 
of the former. But in States which do not. obey Justic ce ‘and lity, lity, it! aa 
ee of the weak by. the strong, | - 4 pre calle a. ie ‘: 


- ey, . 


| a 
- te 
v. 


HH, Amiagemianon Fa os eal 
 (@Poliog. aa Oe oe it Se pie eee ee 


11. “The. Charivuria, of the 14th al leas says tbat pre havé ‘bedi 
Thefts in Sherpur in the Mymen- rife in the town of Sherpur,in the M ieee te 
singh district. "district, . “The ‘police ‘onerally’ fail to trate 
thieves, . It should look sharp ae 
12. The Guuhar, of “thé 14th Se ptember, draws the attention of the 
| . ., Galentta . ‘iwen Police to thé almost public manner 
i a, stole rive at Gertaid in which stelen, rice is béing sold at Bat 
' pore, Kulpighat, Tollygunge, Munshigongé; Chit: 
ore, and Beliaghata. Stolen rice 13 also sold at the Howrah phat. at: ‘night 
‘he police takes no.steps to check these salés. * it 
13. The. J luberia Darpan, of the 17th Séptanber, says that though tha 
The Pretention of Cenelty to Prevention. of Cruelty-to Animals Act has ‘been itt 
Animals-Act in the Uluberia sub. force in the sib-diviton of Ulubéria in the district 
division of the Howrah district. of Howrah for the lasf. few ‘months, ‘cruelty. ta 
goats and cattle continue to be committed as before, and ‘the police: “connives 
at it. The police Tnspector of Ulnberia 1s. asked to mapas. the Ler mapiciv: 
justice. | 
(b> Working of the Courts. 55 Lin glee ee 


see ead: of the, 14th September, says that - in ‘the Staion dt 
- public peace, the Gya, fioters ought ‘to - have’ ‘been 
punished, and. it ‘is to be regretted that oe havd 


- The Gya rioters. 


been let off scot free. = 

15 . The Kasipur Nivasi, of the AB Septotiber, mye that ibe new rule 

sin requiring Hakims te take down the’ depositions of 
ae ae 7. 2 Magis. " witnesses on-the very day of which’ they. Tepeat 

pe as aa themselves has great atly -inereased theit: work, t 

it has proved centventiit to suitors. < It is puthouted: that Baba Pita vara 
Banerji a. Deputy Magistrate in _Burrisal, s0 overworked himself one’ day 
in his anxiety to take down the depositions of all the-witnesses who were > presen, 
that he fell. ill and died next morning, ‘ 

-.16. The Sak#i, of the 15th. September, says: that the frequency of the 
Sessions;j 4n Dacca. and the long periods which they 
are accupying are delaying the disposal — of the 
ciyil. judicial’. work of the district. “The ap als 
from. the Sub- J. udge’s , Court.are lying over for upwards. of .a~ year, i i 
absolutely” y necessary therefore that Goyernment. should ‘either. frie to’ Data 
an Additional Judge, or, if it thinks that the: judicial work‘ of -the., district is 
i too. heavy for one District J udge, replace Mr. 7 Beighton by. a more active 
Officer. p 
17. The Bilakari, of tha | oth Seplomben, ws s that - the. court” ‘bail 

a at Kushtea in) the ea, district being too. “smi 
iin 2 Nelle dit ” ee to accommodate all the. courts, of the pete tie sion, 
-the court of the Munsif has been’, lately” removed 
fo. a pee erg hows. ‘In “faix weather, when. men can wait in the open ait, 
the. eG] genet can be transacted without, interruption 5 ‘but in the‘rainy 
‘season, - when. aple, ‘who, hh have; an ny business »in - ‘the | courts. ‘crowd 
ay the rooms. pry ~in. 7, tke one: verandah, belongin ging to. the building, it is 

dly. poss sible for the officers to, carry on their’. work, ; The writer,’ therefore, 


requests ¢ In authorities to build a new ~verandaht on the northern ‘side of the 
court premises,» sels: 


oe ez 


Se oe Sakachar, of the 16th Septombor, in “noticing ti thie Rep ott on én 

: administration of civil justioe-an; Bengal: aa 1890, 
i roan tila of. confines its observations to two points; nartely, 
the administration of justice hy the Cal cutta High 

Court, and the situation. aad. condition of the. eourt-houses. in these: provinoss. 


The ciyil judicial work of the-- 
Dacca district. 


ao 
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As regards. the first point, it is observed that, of all judicial offiters, the Judges 
of the High Court do the smallest amount df work, being off duty " for ' near y. 
five months in the year. The civil courts in the mofussil are still open, and : 
will close on the 2nd October, but, with the exception of the Vacation Bench, 


number instfuted during ‘tho ‘year ‘plus thé. arrears of pr seater year 


ding contested 


Lida 


pelled to put up with the old fashioned and perfectly manage scones | gg Na 
the medium 


of attorneys. _ Von ee a ; | 

_ But what is most open to objéction in regard to the ‘administration of 
justice by the Caléutta High Court, is its inordinately long vacations. Long 
vacations are indeed* ‘allowed ‘in ‘thé ‘English Iw Courts. But England is 
a.small and wealthy country, and the majority of, the English people are 
educated men. ‘They have hot to travel long distances to reach'the courts 
or tomake so much expense in order’ to obtain justice. Peons’ fees and 
process fees are things not known to them. But Bengal is a large country, 
and the work .of administering justice here is‘heavy. It is not therefore 
roper to allow long vacations to the High Court. Judges, Another point to 
4 noticed in this connection is that the High Court takes its’ vacation in 
autumn and winter, at the time of the year, that is, when hard and sustained 
work is possible in this country, and does its work in the hot season when one 
cannot make the least exertion without feeling the greatest fatigue. The case 
is the same with the mofussil courts. Would it not be better to change this 
custom which is so opposed to common sense ? 

The second point that strikes the reader of the report under notice is the 
inconvenient situation of most of the court-houses in Bengal. The courté 
houses in Alipore, in the 24-Pergunnahs, for instance, are placed in a _ locality 
which is far removed from the populous parts of the quarter, and has been 
constructed in a manner which is- opposed to all laws of sanitation. The 
Alipore Courts can be most conveniently removed to Sealdah, which is con- 
nected by rail with all parts of the area comprising their jurisdiction. ‘The 
sub-divisional court-houses in many districts stand in need of repairs and 
improvement. Most of the buildings in which the munsifs hold their courts 
in the mofussil are no better than pigsties. The attention of Government 
has been repeatedly drawn to these matters, but to no purpose. If a military 
officer makes a proposal for the improvement of soldiers’ barracks in India, 
the proposal is carried out at once. But the caseis very different as regards the 
court-houses; for Government has no fear of the Cossacks in connection 
therewith, and can therefore sleep in peace over the question of their 
vs aa... eee Se ee ae 

19. The Sudhakar, of the 18th September, has the following remarks on 

i ce | - ° the sentences passed on the first batch of the Sham- 
bazar rete r ment of the Sham- bazar rioters:—The affair, . which caused such 
4 o sensation not in Bengal alone but throughout 
India, which dee ly wounded the Mahomedan heart, which will be borne 
testimony to in history ‘by the loss of several Mahomedan lives, and the 


7 of. ire < a 
, ree” motths, ant that occupied in disposing of ex parte suits. 
was a month-and-a-half. Lhe High Court’s. year, it séems, consists,- like the.“ 


SHUDHAKAR, 
Sept. 18th, 1891. 


SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 19th, 1891. 


SANJIVANI, 


(ee ph 


sequel whereof has been anxiously looked. forward to,- not only by the 
Mahomedans, but by the entire Indian community—that affair has seen it, 
denouement in the conclusion of the trial of the first batch of the ‘ Shambaza; 


rioters. 


Mr. Garth, who was counsel for the accused, did for his clients what it wag 
in his power to do, and he did it not simply for poy A sake, but out of trag 
sympathy with them. At his repeated request, the Judge, Mr. Kelleher, had, 
promised that he would deal leniently with the culprits.'' But’ the sort of leniene 
he has shown them will be clear from the fact that:five of the accused have been 
sentenced to five years’ imprisonment each ; two to seven years each; and one 
to eight years. ‘The Dainik newspaper asks, if these are lenient sentences, what 
would the Judge’s. sentences. have been if he had shown no mercy to the 
prisoners? The Amrita Bazar Patrtka says that the majority of the accused, 
would not have been punished at allif they had been involved im a riotin England, 
where rioters generally escape scot-free, or with slight punishments, Such is 
the conclusion of the first act of the Shambazar drama. | a 


20. A correspondent of the Sanjivani, of the 19th September, brings the 


Babu Hara Kumar Das, First following charges against Babu Hara Kumar Das, 
Munsif of Bajitpore, in the Mymen-. First Munsif of Bajitpore, in the Mymensingh 
singh district. district :-— | 


(1) Having a relative (husband of a brother’s daughter) to provide for, 


Babu Hara Kumar ordered all parties to suits to have their affidavits drawn up 
by this relative of his, for a fee of 4 annas for each affidavit. But this was at 
the best precarious provision, And so the Babu in his anxiety to provide his 
relative with a permanent source of income gave him the post of extra eopyist, 
which was created some time ago, ae which lately fell vacant. One 
Upendra Kishor th an apprentice, who had a prior claim to the post, having 
his claims thus overlooked, submitted an affidavit to the late District Judge, 
Mr. Peterson. Mr. Peterson called for an explanation from the Munsif. The 
Munsif in reply sent a report against Upendra, in which Upendra was represented 
in a light which startled everybody. Mr. Peterson, however, transferred 
Upendra to Hoshenpore, in order to save the good name of the Munsif, and 
prevent any hitch in the conduct of public business. Jn this connection it 
should be pointed out that the Munsif Babu had the post of extra copyist sanc- 
tioned for a period ending in June of 1890, but in violation of that sanction, 
and without receiving any further sanction from the District Judge, he has still 
retained his relative in that post. 


(2) Babu Hara Kumar never comes to court at 11 a.m. He comes late, 
and spends about an hour or an hour and a half after 2 p.m. in eating his tiffin. 


This causes serious inconvenienee to the parties, and no inconsiderable loss to 
Government. 


(3) Hara Kumar Babu has two boats, one of which is found among the 
boats that are hired for the despatch of court business, such as service of 
summons, &c. What does this trade mean? : 


(4) The Munsif Babu has issued a notice that the peons of his court should 


not in making proclamations in the mofussil call in the services of any other 


drummer save and except the three drummers whose names he has specified.. 


One of the three specified drummers is a ryot of his. Bs 
(5) The Munsif Babu has brought over to this place many of his ryots to 


act as peons of his court. These people are perpetrating all sorts of wrong on 


the people, under the Munsif Babu’s patronage. 


(6) The Munsif Babu is very anxious to exercise executive power, and 


he is therefore frequently found to fine people for contempt of court. The 


fines imposed in such cases sometimes rise to even two hundred rupees.. The 


Babu has been known to fine people for riding along in front of his court. 
21. The same paper proposes the supply of type-writers to the courts in 


aa ie? this country, as they are calculated to be a great. 
i iaiaceetaatemdngeigmmer judicial officers, who have now to take- 


down heaps of evidence with their own hands. 


f 
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22. The Dacca Prakash, of the'20th September, publishes a letter - stating 

_ ~ how Babu Kailash Govind Das, Deputy Magistrate 
Babu Kailash Gobind Das, Deputy - of Jamalpore, in the district of Mymensingh, has 
se -cyr gel cnsingn, = si(<s*é‘éeCti@'Y’:éfined ~=BBabur Jagaat Chandra Datta, a 
mukhtar, -Rs,- 50° for contempt of court. The 

Deputy Magistrate’s version of the case is that the mukhtar having in a case 
(Government versus Iman Mandal) instituted under section:147 of the Indian 
Penal Code, put some irrelevant questions to ‘a witness, he was remonstrated 


with by theCourt, Thereupon the mukhtar said @yor¢fi «qa wpe atta, 


cafe (please do not say so, I will see) and left the Court. On being asked. to show: 


cause why he should not be fined for, contempt. o£ court, under section . 228 of 
the Penal Code, the mukhtar made the following statement:—I was examiini 

Ranjit Mandal, a witness on behalf of the complainant. He (Ranjit) said that 
he had a quarrel with Iman Mandal. I asked him whether Iman had executed 
a decree against him (Ranjit). The- Court said that as the witness admits 
having a quarrel with the defendant, the question was unnecessary. But 
I contended that the question was, necessary, because it was put with the 
view of making out on which side there was cause for ill-feeling. Upon this the 
Court became very angry and said:—“You are very argumentative and ill- 
mannered ; you will not be permitted to appear in any case before me.” Where- 
upon I said :—“ You are abusing me for nothing.” ‘The Deputy Magistrate then 


said:— SYaITs ALG afta Fifa eeco wer slam cHeAl Ast’ (you 
will be caught by the neck and expelled from the cutcherry).’ This is the 
statement of the mukhtar, who also denied having used the expression—“ 4 fe 


ora Fx] Tawa a1 Ata cafes.” He also denied having showed temper or used 
disrespectful language to the Court. ‘The Court, on the other hand, has denied 


having used the expression Staite seo «fai, &c., but did not state 


what were the precise words it used, nor did it take the evidence of any of the 
persons who were present at the time. The correspondent has, however, learned 
from a reliable source that the Deputy Magistrate did use insulting language 
towards the mukhtar. He acted as judge and accuser himself, and did not 
grant the request of the mukhtar to fine him a sum against which an appeal 
could be made. This is not the first time that the Deputy Magistrate has treated 
a mukhtar insolently. The correspondent gives a case in which the Deputy 
Magistrate acted illegally at the request of a ‘pleader of his court. The 


editor observes as follows:—The Deputy Magistrate put three questions 


to the mukhtar: (1) whether or not he (mukhtar) used the expression ‘ Bt>Ttfy 


QIq FX] GfACHAq TH’ 5 (2 whether or not he used the word ‘ qY{*tfq’ (you); and (3) 


whether or not he used the expression ‘Batfq caetcaq{ (I will see) or words 
to that effect. It is clear from this that the: Deputy Magistrate was offended 


by the use of the word ‘ sf*tfq’ by the mukhtar. Again, the third question put 


to the mukhtar, whether or not he used the expression ‘ onifz cHetcay’ or words to 


that effect shows that there was doubt as to the precise expression used by the 
mukhtar. Why, then, was the mukhtar punished when the precise words used 
by him were not remembered? It will be a very serious matter if pleaders 
and mukhtars are punished for such trifling offences. The writer cannot say 
_— the High Court will be moved in the matter, but Government should 
interfere. | 

23. The same paper says that in the course of a trial for murder a 
woman named Malika Bibi having made a little 


* female witness sent to jail by ynnecessary delay in answering a question, Mr. 


Mr. Beighton, J udge of Dacca. 


day. The woman had a baby feeding at her breast. Was not this incident 
@ very painful one? 3 


24. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 20th September, says that, 
oo according to the Proneer, the Chief Justice put a 
Petheray veer_,0n Sir Comer wrong interpretation on the law when he declined 
cram in the Bangavasi case S P . wit ° 
' to accept the verdict of the majority of the jury 
in the Bangavasi case. But itis not for the Pioneer, the Daily News, or the 


Beighton, Judge of Dacca, sent her to jail for one — 
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Dainik to say whether the Chief Justice’s interpretation of the law was right op 
wrong. And one can scarcely help laughing when the Pioneer goes a step 
further and says that the Judges have no right to interpret the law. - Who, 
then, is to interpret:the law? Upto the present moment, Judges have ‘been 
the interpreters of the law, and have pointed out, to the Legislature defects in 
the laws which it: enacts. Amendments in existing laws are also made. at 
the suggestion of the Judges. The writer will not therefore. admit that the 
Chief Justice had: no right to interpret the law. The Puoneer. has quoted 
authorities like Macaulay, Maine and S bephen in order to show that .the Chief 
Justice was wrong. But the quotations have been of little service to it. And 
it has brought disgrace on itself by quoting Whitley Stokes as an’ authority: 
against Sir’ Comer Petheram.. Everybody knows that the people of India had 
no faith in Whitley Stokes’ legal attainments. . That gentleman, in fact, lost his 
head shortly after leaving this country. . ee ER a 
25. The Gramvasi, of the 21st September, says that the Lieutenant. 
o jer about Deputy overnor has recently ordered that henceforward all 
Magistrates. = Ss*i(“‘<«é‘“ ;;C‘:;*‘;*‘éesputy Maagiisstir ates will have to hold their courts 
at 11 4.m., and go on trying cases until they finish. 
taking the depositions of witnesses in a case, no matter whether this brings 
them to nightfall or night. His Honour. seems to think that- the Deputy 
Magistrates, as a class, neglect their work, and that is why he has passed this order. 
But though there are Deputy Magistrates who neglect their work, and Deputy 
Magistrates who conduct themselves like Nawabs, all Deputy Magistrates cannot 
be said to neglect their duties. Those among them who are in charge of sub- 
divisions have to do much executive work besides trying . cases, ney spend 
the greater part of the morning in executive work, and will be therefore 
unable to begin the trial of cases at1l. If the object of the Lieutenant: 
Governor in passing this order be to spare trouble to witnesses, that object will 
not be gained by this order. For if witnesses are detained till night, they as 
‘well as their pleaders will feel harassed. Besides, cases will not be properly tried, 
under the proposed system. It will be well if Deputy Magistrates’ are 
required to try only one or two cases in the course of a day. . Even then Sub- 
Deputy Magistrates will have to be engaged to do. executive work, for the 
Deputy Magistrates. It is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will give 
effect to this proposal. 3 oe ee a y oe 
26. The Dacca Gazette, of the 21st. September, says that the other day 
oe Mr. Beighton, District and Sessions Judge of Dacce, 
git. Beighton, District and sent a native lady to jail for making some delay in 
ge, Dacca. o's | . . 
ae ee giving answer to aquestion putto her. Mr. Beighton 
would not certainly have acted in this manner if he had known with what horror 
an Indian, and especially an Indian woman, looks upon life in a jail. 1+ is to be 
regretted that the European Judges never trouble themselves to know popular 
opinion on this subject. .Does Mr. Beighton know what the consequence of -‘the 
lady’s one day in, the jail may be as regards herself? ‘She may be out- 
casted by her caste, and even forsaken by her husband. Everyone who hase 
heart ought to bear in mind that no woman should be sent to jail except for a 
very grave offence. The writer has of late noticed with sorrow frequent errors 
of judgment in Mr. Beighton. wae oe 
| } sac eke (e)—Jaile. 9 «2 orp asabite tel codais 
27. The Bangavast, of the 19th September, says that in some jails’ in 
| | Bengal prisoners of the ‘Chandal caste are made 


A jail practice. 


Ait77? 9 


wee in the Fur- the Chandal prisoners in the Furreedpore Jail are 


proper, and the Lieutenant- 


~ 


ey’ 


\ 


29," The Sakackar, of the 16th September, considers it satisfactory ‘to 
oe 3 notice that' the conservative Indian peasant has at 


‘ 


- ; 


Brasil odnontion for < the Inst ‘hep: to see ‘that there is considerable room 
urgent GEE EE Sp 8 at aaarie eaten Indian agriculture. He has 
now convinced himself that by mea is Of scientific agriculture his land‘ can ‘be 
made ‘to yield ‘more plentiful crops than -at présent.'‘ Improved ploughs are 
being used “indifferent parts of the ‘coutitry;'and‘the ‘Bengali cultivator 
has learnt the use and value of manire: “‘But'the preat want of the country at 
the present moment is remmctm: Aron i4e> cattlé. Cattle in Bengal, Béhar and 
Orissa have become extremely weak and deteridrated. : It therefore behoves- the 


eople of these provinces to" adopt early-measures for the improverhent of cattle. 
hey should for this purpose import healthy and’strong stallion bulls and horses 
from other countrits. °. Another want of the country is a bédy‘of trained veteri- 
nary surgeons, thé men who, now treat sick cattle’ In this country being quacks, 
who do mote: harm than good by their services.’ In this connection the estab- 
lishment of a number of ‘cattle hospitals and ‘veterinary schools in different parts 
of the country has become a necessity.. The Pinjrapole established’ at Sodepore 
near Calcutta by the Marwaree ‘community has proved a great success, and the 
liberal donation oe mide by Bahu Sheo Bux Bogla for the-establishment of a 
veterinary school-will doubtless contribute in a large measure towards the improve- 
ment of Bengal cattle. The writer is sure that veterinary sthools, if established, 
will attract a goodly number of students who may, after receiving the necess 
training, be appointed <as teachers in the village schools. Another proposal 
made by the writer is that, as it isnot desirable that the children of agriculturists 
should all become clerks, ‘arrarigements should ‘be made for giving them: such 
education in’ the village schools of the country:as will enable them to become 
skilled agriculturists.’. It is necessary for this purpose that in addition to history, 
geography, pootry and other. subjects, which are now taught in those schools, and 
without a knowledge: of which there can be no decent education, - books -on 
agriculture and hygiene ‘should be included in their course of studies. The 
object’ of education in’ these schools: should always be to turn out educated 
———————————————— Ce ee sian a 
. 80, The same paper says, in reference to the letters which have appeared 
sot an the Indian Mirror newspaper condemning the 
Hue Superintendent of the Eden” management of the Eden Hindu Hostel, that 
7 "s  .. the committee which has recently enquired into 
the matter has expressed the opinion that, though there is room for improve- 
ment in certain matters, the management of the affairs of the hostel by the 
present Superintendent is satisfactdry. From independent enquiries made by 
him the editor also,has.come to learn that the Superintendent is an able man, 
who possesses all the qualifications for the office he holds, and that the strictures 
passed upon him by. the-writers in the Mirror are wholly unmérited. = 
= 81. The Sudhakar, of the 19th September, 


ae education “among Msho-. has the. following on the higher education of 


English schools; but.as they. go up to the higher classes, their numbers 
gradually fall, of ‘til The Sains class théir numbers almost dwindle down 


part of the lower hile. it the Entrance and other higher 
classes they are’. connte ers, . Government cannot be blamed for 
this state of things:. the Tests with the Mahomedans themselves. 

ahomedan. payenss, ; wh nd luxurious themselves, rear up their 
children ‘too in id : us habit 'n. their foolish. fondness for their 
children, they do ndt lik away from themselves for purposes 
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SANJIVANI, 


_. Sept. 19th, 1891. 


PRAKRITI, 


Sept. 19th, 1891. 


Sept. 19th, 1891. 


BANGAVASI, 
Sept. 19th, 1891. 


SaMaJ-0-SAHITYA, 
Sept. 20th 189). 


‘shatiogs in which Mahomedan 


ae 19th. Sey ptember, asks if a native physician, | com 


; Central Text-Book. Committee. 


blindness. 


SaRASWAT PaTRA, © 


“coeds of which will be used in helping’ poor /Mahomedan ‘children an 


The reformers have, therefore, first ‘of all, directed their attention ‘to! “the 
‘books used in ‘schools and colleg 


passages in thdse books as contains deas which-a 


books'in English contain equally: ‘inimoral’ passiges, they tok # p ‘Eng sh 7 


-But .the’ ii of ‘the new movemént should know. that thts cl 
concealing method will fail to:do any igo. 


bad results,: ‘It is the directibni which is giver 'té'the human fac ed 
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do not trouble themselves much -about. the eS of boys. entrusted; to | 
their care. 
The writer spinel admit that. overty is the real impediment to. he 
spread of high education among. medans. He knows innumerable; — 
pare ents have spent large. sums for the education 
of their children, but their children:have by their slavish.and insradiendl 
attachment to luxurious -habits rendered. all their : patents’, © rts to, educate | 
them fruitless. It is time that the. Mahomedans. should. Tonge then 

~~ to train up their children in a true manly spirit. 


32... Referring to: the a an of Dr. Matoone ta ees Rh 0 


om cn d6c 3 Second Ph sician of the Medical — 
st’ of ‘Secon 
in Me post of College stays an | Gallegs Hos Hay on the latter’s :retirénient from 


ctober next, the  Sanjivani, ‘ofthe 


petent. enough ta -be appointed — 
toa post which has been for a Jong time held by natives, could ‘not be. found. 


The writer never thought that ‘such, ah act could be done in* Bir Charles 


: Elliott's reoimé, 


38. The Prakriti, of the 19th Se teniber, regrets that. many bad bodks 
are included in the lista of text-books prepared by the 
Some books selected by the Central, Text-Book Committee. | The Committee 
have selected four or five books; by. Babu Damodar 


Mukharji, M.R.A.S, bnt not. one of them.,is fit to be made a text-book, 


- Errors ‘of spelling, ‘composition, &c., in Babu. Damodar’s 'Varnabodh; Part II, 
Pathamala, Jnanodoya, and Sisuranjan ‘Bharata Itihasa are then pointed oat, To 
give some examples : — 


In Varnabodh, Part II, which. profescen, to deal with the lobbies, of. the 
Bengali alphabet, the word phalguaa has been. spelt with the cerebral, ingiend 
of the dentaln. The following sentence also occurs in that book:— .::,- 


‘Saya 58 T1 Se STS TA GT CHT TW GZ Bs i eal aad The expression : 
‘CHS Fi GF BS (aidi’~ is in appropriate. . daiel 


In Sisuranjan Bharat It:has, both Peideaeiditite: and Pandy have been 
called Kings, thougly the former was s excluded from the throné“6n account of his 


$4. ~The Sereswat Patra, of the 19th September, i is eled. to hear that the 
 Mahomedans ‘of Rajshahye_haye resolved to contri- 
bute a handful ‘of rice each towards a fun d, the “te 
t 


Mahomedan education. 


education. 


35, The Bangavasi, of the 19th: September, says that Babu Prati tap C 
‘Majumdar has formed ‘an. Adeoointion. wee &, view. of 
improving the character of the ¥ us pr 
vince in accordance with. his own notions of morality he pent Tas 
been jomed by many En glishmen, and by many big oe i inthe native com- 
munity, both official ‘and non-official, ‘and it aims at forming the character: f boys 
by means of lectures and by etiforemg the study of moral text-books, -as i rs there 
were no moral lessons in the books which had-been heretofore given to boys to, fead. 


. The Higher Training Association... . 


6, text- 

“and have suggested. the s su Tessie’. Ol F suet 
ppeared to then to be tai 

They first took up Sanskrit alone, but when it was pointed out to them’ tha yen 


and 
aipping a4 


‘\geod— that it will probably: 


moral education to travel in the ‘paths of morality: ‘that can’ te 
produce good. results.. Babu Pratap “Chandra, though a Hindu by. birth, 181 

belief a Christian, and he ought to know, at least, why the first thas, | ‘aeC6 Orang 

to the Christians, violated God’s prohibition, «= = 2) eH eh 

36. The adie of . the ~ September, cannot unten vader 

| what system the Text-Book Committee selects text- 

Te eee ee ae 4 Some selected text-books &ré found to contain 

the very faults for which other books are rejected. The -Text-Book.. Committee 


“ 
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should ‘make it a point never to select‘a book which has the least fault in it. 
And if, in following this principle, it finds no book worthy of selection, it should 
read the books ‘submitted to it through ‘and through and point out their defects 
with a view to correction. If the Committee follows this plan, the country may 
hope to see the status of its literature considerably improved in no long time. 
But this will be no easy work to do. It will require a thorough reconstitution of 
the Committee, which should be composed of not less than 25 of the best 
writers of the province. ‘T's will make the work on the plan suggested above 
easy of execution. —s Bs ibe ey ; OUT G2 kage. 
” 87. ° The Damtk-o-Samachar: Chandrika, of the 20th: September; says that 
ss 5 Government should not suddenly carry out its.propo- 
= graded system in the Educa g) for abolishing the graded system in the. education 
wceaheane cus service. An existing order of things should not be 
suddenly altered without a careful consideration of all surrounding circumstances. 
38. The Dacca Gazette, of the -2lst September, is glad to; hear that 
Mr. RC. Dutt’s History of India has been appomt- 
aan. &. C, Datt's History of ed as a text-book in history. for the Entrance 
od ~. - _Kxamination. | os 
39. The. Gramvasi, of the 21st September, is glad-that the members ‘of the 
___-Higher Training Association are doing their best to 
| ; improve the moral, physical. and intellectual training 
of the young men of Bengal. But a great work like this cannot. be done by. one 
Asociation. So, now that the Vice-Chancellor of the University and the Director 
of Public Instruction are taking an active interest in the movement, an attempt 
should be made to induce the University to adopt the programme of. the Asso- 
ciation and enforce it in all schools and colleges undéf it. _ Let a course of phy- 
sical training be for the present added to the ordinary training given in schools 
and colleges. eee pas | 


The Higher Training Association. 


(c)—Local Self-Government. and Municipal Administration. = ~ 

40. A correspondent of the Burdwan  Sanjivani,'of the:'15th: September, 
Siege _. says that no sooner was the Magistrate of Ranigunj 
te egag of the Raniguo) appointed Chairman ofthe. local. municipality than 
ee he issued a notice for the demolition of the mandir 
dedicated to the god Siva, situated near the Jubilee well. - But it had: been 
resolved at a meeting of the ‘Town Council, held before : the notice was issued, 
that the facts relating to the mandir case should be stated in plain Bengali and 
submitted to the Government pleader for opinion. But the.Chairman ignored 
that resolution and acted at his will, The proprietor of the mandir has, in the 
meantime, obtained an order from the local Munsiff postponing its demolition until 
the case instituted by him should be decided. Six of the Commissioners wanted 
to convene a meeting on the 12th September for the. purpose of considering (1) 
whether the issue of the notice was lawful; (2) "Shales the expenses. of- the 
mandir case should be paid from the Municipal fund ; and (3) how the last year’s 
municipal loss of Rs. 1,750 could be made up. The Magistrate Chairman, 
however, ignored the first two subjects, and-issued.a notice. fixing, the 15th 
September as the date-for holding a meeting for the purpose of discussing only 
last question. One does not know under. what law he ignored the first two 
41, A correspondent of.the Samay, of the ‘18th : September; couplains of 
_ 4, the Municipality, of Behalain . foot: arrangements for: lighting the streets. in “the 
‘he 24Pergunnahs. |. Manieipality ;of! -Behala ‘in hei district: of ithe 
24-Pergunnahs.. No place within the- municipality, sanagtinny the lane: “sortie 
400 feet long, leading ‘to the house of -the. Chairman: Rai -Absbika:: Charan 
Bahadur, is now lighted. ‘The drains are-not flushed and the bad smell arising 

therefrom is increasing malarian tty rete done 
 42:--The Gauhur, of the 21st September; draws the ‘attention of the 
| : ~. . Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality: to: the 
utt’s Street 


wt > #e | ' ois + ge *? ; 4 
Ay 6d 3 


; 


Two lanes in Oslontte. deplorable condition of Tarachand 
and Ram Mohan Ghose’s Lane in Calcutta in the rainy season. 


DaINIk-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKa, 


Sept. 20th, 1891. 


Dacca Gazerte, 
Sept. 21st, 1891. 


GRAMVASI, 


‘Sept. 21st, 1891. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI 
Sept. 15th, 1891. 


SaMAY, 


Sept. 18th, 1891. 


2 
__ GAUBAR, . . - 


Sept. 21st, 1891. 
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Som PRAKASH, 
Sept. 21st, 1891. 


PRAKBITI, 
Sept. 21st, 1891. 


GRAMVASI, 
Sept. 21st, 1891. 


D AINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Sept, 2Ist, 1891. 


GAUHAR, 
- Sept. 14th, 1891. 


Kasipur NIVaslI, 
Sept. 15th, 1891. 


* Kasrpur NIVASI. 
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43.° The Som Prakash, of the 21st September, says that the : enforcemént-of 

the new building regulations by the Calcutta Mun; 
sipelty has become a source of great oppression, 
__._ Whoever wishes to build a pucca house must, first 
submit two plans to the Municipality. And as the officers of the- Munieipality 


The building regulations of the 
Calcutta Municipality. | 


almost invariably reject thé plans prepared by any one, however qualified, who. 


is not one cf their own draftsmen, the preparation of these. plans has becomes 


source of grave annoyance; and the case is worse. as regards cutcha house : 
No one can change a single post ina hut or replace: the tiles on its roof.. | 
without being prosecuted by the Municipality and fined by an Honorary 


Magistrate for so doing. 


(y) —~ Katlways and communications including canals and trrigution. 


44, A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 21st September, has ‘learnt 


The propesed vailwar ites team from a reliable source that Sir Charles Elhott has 


Kaoraid to Tangail in the Mymen- Ordered a survey for the construction of a railway 


singh district. line from the Kaoraid station on the Dacca: 
Mymensingh State Railway line to Tangail. But there is no. prospect of the 
construction of the line being speedily taken in hard. The line will not prove 
advantageous to the local trade. Ifit goes ina straight line, it will: -pass 
a the celebrated jungle of Atia. If it takes a circuitous course, it will 
indeed pass through several important places ; but those places are noted only 
for their trade in jute. The proposed line will not improve communications 
between Calcutta, Goalundo, and other places, and it is not likely to prove profit- 
able. It will not therefore be proper to charge the poor inhabitants of Mymen- 
singh with the cost of its construction. | sts 

45. The Gramvasi, of the 21st September, says that the road from Khalor- 
Panchanontollah to the Betman. embankment vid 
Dorlabhpur in the Uluberia sub-division of the 
Howrah district stands in urgent need of repair. Some three or four hdés are 


A road in the Howrah district. 


held along the road, and they are frequented by alarge number of people. The- 
attention of the Board is drawn to the matter. ne a 


46. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 21st September, refers to the 
case of outrage on a native girl of 15 by two Eura- 
sian railway employés at the Howrah station and 
remarks as follows:— oa pee tae tea 

As the outraged girl will not come forward and lodge a complaint against 
her ravishers, the latter cannot be tried in a court. But 1s there, ‘still, 
no law which can reach them? If not, surely there ought to be one. One 
of the Eurasians has been compelled to resign, and the other has received a 
notice calling upon him to resign within a month. They will get the amounts 
which they, respectively, deposited in the Provident Fund. And in order that 
they may get them they are being discharged and not dismissed. 


The case of outrage on a native 
girl at the Howrah railway station. 


(h)— General, 


47. The Gauhar, of the 14th September, says that it behoves the.Govern- 
ment of India to consider favourably the sugges- 
tions made by ti 
gating the hardship of the people caused by the levying of the income-tax on 
small incomes. } - ae aos” 
48. The Kasipur Nivasi, of the 15th September, says that, on the 4th August 
| "ast, Mr, Beames, Divisional-Inspector, inspected the 
Babu Rajuni Nath Basu, Special office of Babu Rajani Nath Basu, Sub-Registrar of 
Sub-Registrar of Jhala ati. _. .Jhalakati in the Burisal district; and p raised: him 
highly for his manner of doing his work, Rajani Babu has officiated five. times 
in the post of Special Sub-Registrar of Burisal, and it is hoped that the authori- 
ties will make him pucka in that post. ! one 
- 49. The same paper says.that post peons in the district of Burisal have 
“+ to engage boats. in the rainy season in order to 


A postal complaint from the distribute letters. -Formerly Government paid the 
district of Burisal. : | 


The income-tax. 


the Lieutenant-Governor for  m1ti- 


extra cost requiredin doing this; but it has now | 


_ Sete > 
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discontinued-them ‘allowancei: -Heramba Babu, the Postal Superintendent, is 
asked to grant boat-allowance in the rainy season, 
60. The Saka, | of the 15th September, BAYS that up to the: present only 
The incoie-tax, - . the people and their representative associations had 
_ ___*. ‘been clamouring against the income-tax. But now 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal himself has joined the people in their prayer 
to the Supreme Government to raise the assessable minimum to Rs. 1,000. It 
isto be hoped’ therefore that the prayer of. the people will be soon granted. 
The plea .of financial difficulty wall no doubt be raised in connection with the 
subject ; but whilé’'Govérhment ought to’ look to its’ own finances, it ought not 
to entirely overlook the sufferings of its subjects. There was financial diff- 
culty when the import duty was abolished; but could Government for that 
reason resist the demands’ of the Manchester manufacturers? Financial 
difficulty will, in fact, be never. removed. Just after the imposition of the 
income-tax, the Finance Committee was appointed to devise means of reducin 
the public expenditure. But what has been the result of that Committee's 
labours? The Committee ended in‘ nothing. The writer, therefore, insists 
on the Government’s not allowing its financial condition to stand in the way of 
a remission of the income-tax in the interest of poor tax-payers. 
51. ‘The same paper cannot support the petition which has been submitted. 


ee __.., .to Government by the inhabitants of the Tangail 
A proposal for breaking , up 
Mymensingh into two districts. | — 


52, The Hitakari, of the 15th September, hopes that get yr woe will 

Th malgamation of @tant.the prayer of the mhabitants of Chuadanga 

Chanter? and Maherpare in the for fixing the head-quarters at that place when the 

. Nuddea district. = © .  .. amalgamation of Meherpore and Chuadanga is 
effected. <. ... . bark as | : ca 


53. The Sahachar, of the 16th September, heartily thanks the Lieutenant- 
Governor for allowing natives to enter the Opium 
Department by passing a competitive examination. 

“os. es «he orders recently passed by His Honour in this 
connection, however, make. no mention of the scale of salaries that will be 
granted to the native employés. The editor therefore hopes that His Honour 
will make. such rules on this subject .as will attract the young men of this 
country to the service which he has now thrown open to them. 


54, The ! Uiuberia: Darpan, of the 17th September, says that middle class 
Se agned causa cles people dm ‘India. will feel greatly relieved if the 
i 4 The inoomprtas. eat oh Licutauait-Clo'rarnor's wish to raise the taxable 
minimum ‘of the incdmeé-tax'to Rs, 1,000:is given effect to. Indians will in that 
case bless Government. with all their heart and with uplifted hands. 

_ 55.’ “Phe” same paper: supports the prayer of the Uluberia people asking 
Asub-registry office witbin:the 2°. District Registrar to establish a ctge oui 
jurisdiction of the Hagnaa thaua in Office within the Jurisdiction of the Bagnan thana 
ppl spree sub-division of the A sub-registry office at that place will prove of 
» “istrict. .- yag@h convenience to the local public, besides in- 
creasing the income of. Government. ~ 


Natives in the Opium Depart- 
ment. 


SakTI, 
Sept. 15th, 1891. 


HITAKARI, 
Sept. 16th, 1891. 


SAHACHAR 
Sept. 16th, 1891. 


ULUBERIA DaRPAN, 
Sept. 17th, 1891. 


LUBERIA DARPAN. 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
. 
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Samay, 56. The Samay, of the 18th September, hopes that the Lieutenant-Governo, 1 
ee rer will t the prayer of the people of the Tangai 
Pers ersion of Tangail into @ gyb-division asking for its conversion into , — 


district. Considering that Mymensingh is a very 
large district, and that the sub-division of Tangail is situated at a great distance 
from the district head-quarters, the proposal to convert the sub-division inty 

a, district seems to be a reasonable one, | 
PRAKRITI, — 57. The Prakriti, of the 19th September, has learnt that under the ordey 
Sept. 19th, 1891. si saleable Meili of the pride rr of "oo < Sterndale, the 
) e salary of Mr. Sterndale,Van- . Cantonment Magistrate of Dum-Dum, will: hence. 
tonment Baguirete.of Dem forward draw Ra. 700 per month. Now the question 
is, will he be made to refund the excess money which he has drawn? Again 
under whose order has he, up to the present moment, drawn a larger salary, and 
why has that salary been now reduced? Mr. Sterndale has a good reputa- 
tion, and he did his best to detect the Dum-Dum murderers. Is it for this reason 


that he has been punished ? 
PRAKRITI. 58. The same paper fully approves of fhe Lieutenant-Governor’s remark in — 


the course of the income-tax resolution, that 
the taxable minimum ought to be raised to Rs. 1,000, 
The writer knows that the finances of the Govern. 
ment of India are not now in a flourishing condition; still Government ought 
not to be indifferent in the matter of removing the inconveniences of the people, 
The present income from the income-tax is Rs. 39,55,807, and if the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s suggestion is given effect to, this income will be reduced b 
Rs. 7,87,603. Government will not lose much by this trifling reduction, 
whilst a source of oppression will disappear. ‘T'he Lieutenant-Governor should 
tell the Viceroy that the people whose annual income is less than Rs. 1,000 are 
unable to pay the tax, and so get the taxable minimum raised to Rs, 1,000. 


The Lieutenant-Governor on the 
income-tax. 


_ SANJIVANI, 59. The Sanjivani, of the 19th September, says that the publication in — 
Sept. 19th, 1891. : the income-tax resolution for 1890-91 of the item 
eS and relating to the incomes of general merchants has 


given offence to the mercantile community. They 
say that Government has been guilty of publishing information which it was 
bound to keep secret. The real cause of their anger, however, seems to be the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s expression of suspicion that the mercantile. classes submit 
false returns of income. It is hoped that a strong-minded ruler like Sir Charles 
Elliott will not, like many of his predecessors, be influenced by the cry raised 
by the mercantile community. ai 
hii cae 60. The same paper says that Sir Charles Elliott has earned the gratitude 
of the public by deciding to appoint natives of 


Appointments in the Opium : oa o.e 
Dewlunens. P India to the Opium Department by a competitive 


examination. The writer is confident that during 
Sir Charles’ administration all appointments to the public service: will be made 


according to qualification. Before Lord Ripon’s time Europeans and Eurasians 
had a monopoly of the appointments in the Opium Department, as if these 
appointments were their birth-right. In 1884, however, Lord Ripon, who 
could not tolerate undue favour to any particular class of Her Majesty’s 
subjects, slightly interfered with this monopoly, and decided to fill one vacancy 
in every four by a native of India, his fear of the Anglo-Indians preventing him 
from doing equal justice to all—Europeans, Eurasians, and natives. The people 
of India ought to be thankful to His Lordship for the small concession which he 
secured for them, Seven years have elapsed since Lord Ripon’s Resolution was 

assed, and there have been innumerable changes all over the country 

uring that period ; but the Government has not yet thought fit to grant the 
just claims of the natives in the Opium Department. It is a matter of regret 
that the proportion of Europeans to natives in the Opium Department should 
still continue to be three to one. When will this partiality be at an end ? 

_ The writer cannot understand why this distinction between European and 
Eurasian and native is made in the Opium Department. Are the natives unfit 
for service in that department ? The duty of the officers in that department 1 
to supervise the work of opium cultivation by the cultivators. And there 
no reason why natives should not be able to do this duty satisfactorily, and 
should not be admitted more largely into this branch of the public service. 
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The importance of the Opium Department consists, notin any special superio- 
rity of attainments in the officers who are employed in it, but in the largeness of 
the revenue which is yielded by it. That being the case, and-considering that 
natives are not inferior to Eurasians in physical capacity, the writer cannot 
understand why a distinction between the two peoples should be kept up in the 
matter of giving them ery in this department. Nor does this partial- 
ity to Europeans and Kurasians look well in the English rulers. Both Euro- 
peans and natives are subjects of Her Majesty, and are equally dear to her. 
Vhy, then, should such undue favour be shown to Europeans and Eurasians ? 
In the matter of examination and eligibility for appointment in the Opium 
Department great partiality has been shown to Europeans and Eurasians. 
The examination for European and Eurasian candidates is of no higher standard 
than the Entrance Examination of the Calcutta University. But native candi- 
datesfor employment in thisdepartment must have passed the B.A. examination, 
or must produce certificates showing that they have read up to that standard before 
they can be permitted to appear at the examination. And the examination 
itself will be the same as the examination for the Subordinate Executive 
Service. And then, when the examinations have taken place, three Europeans 
or Eurasians and one native will be given appointments in the Depart- 
ment. It will thus be seen that the admission of natives into that Department 
has been made as difficult as possible. The Government is most humbly 
requested to remedy this evil, for the people become greatly dissatisfied when 
they find such partiality openly shown to one class of Her Majesty’s subjects. 
61. The same paper in a long article dwells upon the oppressions which 
| are committed on the people by the excise inspec- 
tors and sub-inspectors. The writer says that 
although, as a rule, only graduates of the Univer- 
sity are appointed to such inspectorships and sub-inspector ships, yet the nature 
of the excise laws prevents them from remaining’ the honest men which they are 
when they enter the service. By the rules of their service they must show 
smartness and ability in detecting cases of smuggling, or they are in danger 


The working of the Excise 
Department. 


of losing their appointments. So they must either eam real offenders or 


get up false cases of smuggling, in order to satisfy the authorities and keep 
their appointments safe. The excise law, again, by providing for the granting 
of rewards, holds out strong temptations to excise officers to get up false cases 
where real cases are wanting. 

And then the meanness to which educated young men have to stoop in the 
performance of what the law makes it their duty to perform is such that it 
ought not to be practised by any young man with any pretensions to education. 
Sir Charles Elliott, who is so anxious about the higher training of young men, 
ought to see to what use such training will be hereafter put. If the excise laws 
continue to remain what they are now, convicts released from jail will be 
fitter persons for the discharge of the duties of excise officers than graduates 
of the University. | 

The writer then gives two cases showing how the excise officers get up 
false cases of smuggling :— 

(1} An excise daroga having been taken to task for not sending up cases 
of smuggling for a long time, went into the mofussil, where he 
saw a man extracting the juice of a date tree, of which he asked 
the man to give him some to drink. The man at first refused 
to comply with his request, as he said he was not a seller of 
the juice ; but being pressed by the daroga gave him some 
to drink out of courtesy, and said he would take no price. 
The daroga, however, made him accept a small price, and at 
once sent him up as seller of juice without a license. The man 
was fined Rs. 10. | . 

(2) Another daroga Babu having been once taxed by lis superiors for 

| not sending up cases was walking in the street and met 
a passer by. He asked the man to extract for him some juice 


from a date tree close by. The man made many excuses, . 


but at the humble request of the daroga Babu extracted some 
juice for him. The Babu drank the juice and made the man 
accept, much against his wish, some remuneration for his 


SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 19th, 1891. 


SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 19th, 1891. 


SANJIVANI. 


SARSAWAT PATRA, 
Sept. 19th, 1891. 


BANGAVASI, 
Sept. 19th, 1891. 


GRAMVASI, 
Sept. 21st, 1891. 
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trouble, .And the man was arrested then and there and sent i 
=. dealing in unlicensed spirituous liquor. The man was fine 
e 1 5 . a aes | 
62. The same paper has an article on the amalgamation of the Meherpote 


ee and Chuadanga sub-divisions of the Nuddea district, 
apamalgamation of Meherpore in which all the arguments advanced in the Bang 
= 8 vasi (see R. N. P. for week ending 19th Septem 
paragraph 50) for making Meherpore the head-quarters of the amalgamated 
sub-divisions are reproduced, and the following additionalreasons are given: | 
Meherpore has every advantage over ager for being made the head-quarters _ 
of the amalgamated sub-divisions.: ‘The only disadvantage to — against it is its 
want of communications with other parts of the country. But this want can be 
supplied by repairing the road from va to Chuadanga, which has been 
neglected of late years ; and the authorities should spend a part of the road cess 
collected in a year in Meherpore in constructing a bridge over the river | 
Dildanda. And if the District Board be unwilling to contribute from the road — 
cess fund towards the cost of construction of the proposed bridge, the cost | 
should be met from the tolls collected at the ferry ghat; or the authorities may — 
construct a bridge at the public expense, and then levy a tax on passengers, 
The circumstance of Meherpore appearing inaccessible to officers who come 


there on their annual tours should nct be made a reason for not fixing the head- 
quarters at that place. 


63. The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor’s late tour has 

al es, been attended with many good results. - In his 

hie the Anjanariver renly to the address presented to him by the . 

Krishnagore Municipality, His Honour said that — 

he would try to have the silt in the Anjana river removed. Hardly two months 

have passed since His Honour’s promise, and the Government has already | 
sanctioned a lakh and fifteen thousand rupees for the re-excavation of the river. 

The survey work has been entrusted to the District Engineer, Babu Dwarka 

Nath Sarkar, and will be soon taken in hand. The people of Krishnagore will 

bless the Lieutenant-Governor for at last delivering them from the clutches of 

malaria. : 


64. The Saraswat Patra, of the 19th September, says that if the Glovern- 
ment of India does not find it possible to abolish 
the income-tax altogether, it should earn the bless- 


ing of its subjects by at least relieving those whose annual income is less than 
Rs. 1,000. 


65. Referring to the difference of opinion between the Board of Revenue 
and His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor regarding 
the unfavourable results of the income-tax assess 
ments during the year 1890-91, the Bangavast, of the 19th September, says that 
it considers it unnecessary to explain which of the two opinions is illiberal and 
which liberal. After the Lieutenant-Governor’s remark that it is at least as 
likely that the unfavourable results were due to the weakness and carelessness 
of the judicial officers who heard objections against the assessments and accepted 
without sufficient scrutiny the pleas for exemption put forward by the obj oa 
as that they were due to the carelessness of the assessing officers, no judici 
officer will dare to grant exemptions in future. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor seems 
not to like the granting of exemptions. The writer is also sorry that the 
Lieutenant-Governor has expressed himself in terms of suspicion regarding the 
mercantile community of Calcutta. ae 

66. The Gramvasi, of the 21st 1 tag has the following in connet- 

tion with the Income-tax Resolution :— 

(1). In the course of the Resolution the 
Lieutenant-Governor observes that in future the districts in which less than 99 
per cent. will be collected should be mentioned in the reports, and explanations 
should be demanded from the officers charged with the collections.in those districts, 
and if the explanations are not satisfactory, the officers concerned should be 
rebuked. But does not His Honour see that if this is done, oppression in the 
collection of the tax will increase? And then this expression of His Honour’ 
dissatisfaction with low collections is hardly consistent with the expression of His 


The income-tax. 


The Income-tax Resolution. 


The Income-tax Resolution. 
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Honour’s opinion, found in another part of the Resolution, that the income-tax 
is a very unpopular impost:and its assesament is difficult. 

(2). In Calcutta 20,700 persons were assessed to the tax. Of these, 3,000 
filed objections, and 1,669 objections were successful. ‘This shows that the. tax was 
very unjustly assessed, and His Honour should have warned ‘those concerned 
against assessing in this way. _ eee See 70 oe 

_ (8). . The -writer is glad that the Lieutenant-Governor has said that the tax 
causes much inconvenience to men: of small incomes, and is for raising the tax- 
able minimum’to Rs. 1,000... - <i Oe 
67... ‘The same paper-says that the post-office hut at Uluberia in the district _ «mvas, 
cma ‘at Tlaberih iq C1 Lowzah, 18 in a dilapidated condition. Rain falls *?P* 7s 18 
Ry! —Te, sd ea  ™ inside the hut through openings in the thatched roof. 
plas ' ‘The attention of the authorities is drawn to the 
matter. | | 


III.—LEGIsuATIVE. - 


68. The Gawhar, of the 14th September, says that Maulavi Muhammad GaUHAR, 
PRE eee Yusuf should be appointed to succeed Sir Romesh ‘ert. 14th, 1891. 
The vacancy in the Viceregal Chynder Mitter in the Indian Legislative Council. 
Legislative Council. # This j io i oe 
is is only just, considering that on a former occa- 
sion the Maharaja of Durbhunga was appointed to succeed a Mussulman member 
ee ee i | 
69. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 15th September, takes exception to the puapwan sansrvam, 
proposed alterations in the chowkidari law, and __ sept. 1sth, 1901. 
thinks that they will prove injurious to the country. 
The effect of the alterations will be to make the chowkidars independent of the 
punchayats, and, as a consequence, a grossly oppressivelot, The withdrawal of 
the power over chowkidars from the hands of punchayats will produce no good 
result. een | 
70. The Hitakart, of the 15th September, says that non-registration of 


Tho proposed chowkidari law. ; 


HITAKARI, 
‘Hindu marriages and the optional registration of sept. 15th, 1891. 


Registration of _Hinda and Mahoniedan marriages leave married people at liber- 
Mahomeda TRATHBE®S ..: ..-: te to disavow th oir tobivingte at Lair plthware, and 
matriages not being registered it is very difficult to prove them in any other 
way. This state of things is prejudicial tothe peace of the country, and to the 
leading of a chaste life by its women ; and it not unoften baffles the object of the 
Penal Code. Government should direct its attention to the question. 
71.. The Uluberia Darpan, of the 17th September, refers to the Bengali vrvszan panray, 
Wie Cimeent Act translations of the speeches delivered in the Legis- sept. 17th, 1991. 
Bos cau ek lative Council:in connection withthe Age of Consent 
Bill, a copy of which has been sent to this paper by the Secretary to the Maho- 
_ medan Literary Society, and observes as follows:— 
Nothing more need now be said on the subject of the Consent Act. It will 
be sufficient to.say only this much that the passing of the Act. has deeply pained 
all the members of Hindu: society, with the exception of .a few men and women 
who are anxious to secure the favour of. Government, who have forsaken their 
caste and religion, but:-who still call themselves Hindus. ‘Though the Act has not 
impaired theloyalty. of the loyal Hindus, still the short-sightedness of the officials 
has aggrieved them. ‘Though the circular issued by Government has allayed 
much anxiety, still the two cases which recently occurred under it, at Rangoon 
and at Nuddea, have astonished the people. Up to this. time no case under the 
Act has occurred. in‘a respectable family. . But if the two cases.in question had 
come from respectable families, how would the girls concerned have fared even 
if the charges had not been proved? - °° Ta 
72. The: bangavasi, of the 19th. September, says that the public are — Bancavasi, 
oot | - .,  ghder the impression that Government will soon *Pt. 1%th, 1801. 
vernment and the Press. ass an Act gagging the press. And the statement 
of Mr. Pugh in the Rangavasi case, that, if the accused were not found guilty 
under section 124A of the’ Penal Code, Government would be compelled to pass an 
Act depriving the press..of its liberty, has lent a colour.to this impression. 
he Proneer, however, in-its issue of the 12th September last, says that Govern- 
ment will never pass an Act under which Oppression may be committed, and 
which will stifle free criticism. | But this does not mean that no press law. will 
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be passed. All that the writer understands: it to mean is that if a néw: Prog 
Act is passed, Government will take care to insert in it provisions for the 
vention of injustice and oppression in its working.. But Government inserts 
such provisions in all its Acts, and has anyone heard the less about opprestiog 
Ue ete eee 
78. Referring to the ve ee for the enactment of a new law: under whieh 
gil ~ 


fe ‘banks’ will ‘be exempted from their present 

Production of. aceount-books in obligation to produce their account: books in the 

cour, courts, the Datmik-o- Samachar Chandrika, of the 20th 

ae asks why the same privilege should not be extended to other trades 
and firms. wee wr : 


-.. TV.—Nartve States. 
74. The Sahachar, of the 16th September, says that it is believed by 
The Viceroy’s proposed visit to ny that Lord Lansdow ne is going to Cashmere 
man” to restore the Maharaja to power. The editor, 
however, cannot be so sanguine as that. But all 


are agreed that the Maharaja ought to be given greater powers than what he 
now possesses. 


V.—Prospects oF THE Crops AND ConDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


75. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 15th September, refers to the contro- 
The scarcity in Meds.  Versy between Mr. Caine and Lord Wenlock regard- 
| ae ae ing the nature of the scarcity in Madras and 
observes as follows :— Vee ne es : 
The writer does not like this controversy. Whether the scarcity has assumed 
a fearful aspect. or not, where is the harm if precautionary measures are taken 
at the outset? For when it has assumed. a terrible form it will be useless to 
try. to put itdown. Though Lord Wenlock has not admitted the existence of 
famine, he has admitted the existence of scarcity, and though His Lordship has 
not admitted the death of human beings, he: has had to admit the death of 
cattle. This shows that distress prevails.in the Presidency of Madras ; and it 
is the duty of Lord Wenlock to act with patience and coolness at this time 
of distress, and not to be ‘annoyed with anybody for giving him good advice. 
The writer therefore asks Lord Wenlock to give up his controversy with 
Mr. Caine, and to take steps to prevent distress and death from starvation, and 
to arrange for the grazing of cattle in the Government forests. 
76. The Sahachar, of boa — apr nd thinks that it would have been 
: etter 1 . Caine had not retorted upon Lord 
LOne FA Oe: a by saying that the statements setdia by him 
regarding His Excellency’s famine policy were based upon information supplied 
to him by a well-informed native gentlenian who was more likely to know the 
facts of the case than the Madras Government. And who is this anonymous 
native informant of Mr. Caine? And how can he be regarded as a higher 
authority than the local Governor? Such are some of the questions which 
naturally arise in the mind, Of course, by charging Mr. Caine with having 
made a maliciously false statement Lord Wenlock has gone beyond his limits. 
For there is no reason why Mr. Caine should be maliciously disposed towards 
His Excellency. The public, however, support Lord Wenlock in this contto- 
versy, because a private person can never have the opportunities of acquiring 
information which are possessed by the Governor of a Presidency. _- : 
77. The Bangavast, of the 19th September, refers to the difference 
Mr. Caine and Lord Wenlock on between Mr. Caine and Lord Wenlock regard- 
the situation in Madras. _ ing the intensity of the distress in Madras, and 
says that, having no personal knowledge of the distress, the writer can express 
no opinion on the subject... All he can do is to publish official opinion of its 
extent and severity. Mr, L.-E. Buckley of North Arcot says that the reduced 
appearance of children is the first indication of the prevailing scarcity, and 
then during his last tour he found that most of the women had been left by 
their parents. The writer remarks that Hindus never abandon their wome! 
and children, however acute their suffering from scarcity; and considering that 
even such abandonment has taken place in Madras, it is futile to protest agai 
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away the ap of his own subordinate.?  _” 


Drought and ; scarcity in the 
Rungpore dis! hes 1 ae VEG... £00. .aUs. _.Jute crops ‘yiel onl 
a 2-anna return. . Rice is selling at;8 or 10. seers per rupee. ~The] 
already suffering from scarcity. ee 


79. The same paper says r ral . 
: (Dhubri), Assam. The aus crop yielded a poor 

return, and the aman has not yet been-sown, — 
80. The Sanjivant, of the 19th September, says that crops in the Tangail 
Prospects of the crops in the subdivision of the Mymensingh district are suffer- 
Tangail subdivision of the ing greatly for want of ram. The ryots who 
Mymensingh district. = - - ‘hoped to recover’ their loss:by the-last year’s flood 
by this year’s harvest, have thus been sadly disappointed. Paddy and rice are 

already selling at very high prices. st: Ns et eee Was m 


Drought in Hakamgram, Assam. 


W1,—Mircrtinrows. EpnE 


81. The Kastpur ~~ the 15th wre el! Poca. to Sir 0 
as lame Bi lott’s reply to the address : presented’to him 
ee, a Sie of Barrisal, says that the Samaj 
is getting itself more and more snpomrayed ‘but lie himself knows nothing 
ree PF Be ees i. 
82. Referring to the suggestion made in the London Times, that the 
The Times’ suggestion about Government of India should start vernacular 
establishing vernacular organs of journals, which should explain to the public its 
the Government. — | objects and motives, the Hitakari, of the 15th 
September, says that there is no necessity for starting fresh journals for the 
purpose. The object sought to be attained will be gained by the Government’s 
asking the existing vernacular papers to publish correct explanations of its 
actions, and ordering all its servants: to subscribe to those papers. One great 
advantage to Government from such an arrangement will be that it will see 
nothing but praises of its actions in the vernacular press. 

83. The Sahachar, of the 16th September, makes the following observa- 
tions in an article headed the Native Newspapers _ 
“Give the dog a bad name and hang it” is a 
common English saying. Vilify a man incessantly, and a og will begin to 
regard him as a bad fellow. Few people take the trouble to make patient 
enquiries, collect proofs, and then to frame conclusions. In forming opinions 
the majority of men are very much like jackals in the matter of yelling. 
One jackal yells, and forthwith a dozen others begin yelling and swell the 
discordant chorus, And this is precisely the case with Anglo-Indian opinion 
in regard to vernacular newspapers generally, and in regard to the vernacular 
newspapers of Bengal in particular. ‘lhe cry has been raised that the verna- 
cular newspapers are full of abuse and vituperation ; that they are constantly 
vilifying Government. The Pioneer raises the cry, and forthwith the 
Englishman sits erect on its tail and pricks up its ears as if it would follow suit, 
and by and by even the unimpassioned Daily News takes up the cry. But ask 
them why they do so and ask them for specific instances, and ask them how man 
native newspapers are there and which of them indulge in abuse, and what 1s 
abuse and why, and not one among them will be able to give an answer. Why, 
then, do you call them bad papers? “ Because everybody calls them bad.” 
Repeated acts of adultery by the beautiful Lady Mordaunt led her husband to 
seek the protection of the Divorce Court. On being reproved .by ‘her mother 
for her disgraceful conduct, Lady Mordaunt is said to have replied—“ Mother, 


The native newspapers. 


everybody does it.” But is it true that everybody does it? 7 
_A drunkard is swaggering and ‘reeling along in a street: and sees a boy 
eating something, ee 
Drunkard.—What are you eating, boy ? 
Boy.—Something sweet. §o~ 
Drunkard.—Will you give mea little ? 
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_ + , The boy had cut.open.a honey-comb and/was eating the honey. ' He gave 
some to the drunkard, who found it very: aweet.nrd asked “where do you ‘find 
it?’ The boy, replied —-“ In the jungle, »You;iwall look: for at where’ there is 
frog nce and bees. are humming “about? fT be. adminkatd went into the jungle 
saw @ quantity. of :half- dried: ordure witha! swarm ief):flies over it. the 
poy. is right” said ~, aud taking up the, substance ‘on: his-hand re to eat it 
as he went his way. -A passer-by asked. hina, ff ‘ What are you: eating "> 
Drunkard.—Something very sweet. sy oil} a1 a1oticw add 
Passet-by,—Do. “er sper Th md it sweet t: eit ao moltizogab A & 
_ Drunkard.—No. ~ catunpat isiso1g dosiis 
Passer-by,---Then, wh ‘do: ‘you vent it® edt to eon 3S of sd " 
~ Drunkarde-I: wis told by tint boy} cated sch! efiting i fox dibs dak; : 


were zat wy oLio 2e932az3 
Now many people in this. world, ‘eat § ets, for asyey os :94,, okher _— 
But the ,question to: be asked, i sion” the, ah arre,.Wh ' AB PAW | brought 
against the vernacular 1 relpP re #2 ih all preninet Fe, Di angel newspapers, 
true? We plainly say.““no.” ‘The En ish edytor Pgh ee nox, the Tvernacular 
languages, their whole cockstn-trsie being yas in.the case’ of most Euro eas, 
a few Hindi words: expressive of abuse, . Jf ever an, English translation of -an 

bad article ina native newspaper is publishec an. an — paper, the whole 

vernacular a is'at once. condemned... “Bis soning be Md ashen: Fi ‘Bat. shies ig 
the order of the day... . 


Now, what will prevent this evil 2. ‘The. iste. Babn ‘fibden- ‘Ghanilics. Seth 
used. occasionally: to publish j in English. papers’: English: translations of: articles 
from the native newspapers. But it was with him aJlebour:of love,:and::he did 
not do it regularly. Nor did the English newspapers: ‘publish:all: his transla- 
tions. Now, there is one way in which ‘this question ean be satisfactorily solved. 
Cannot Government be persuaded to selli tio the public tlie official toninalations ‘of 
the native newspapers, just as it sells the gagettes and: other official: publications? 
Such sale may- bring some. profit to, i(Gevamments:) Formerly copies .of the 
weekly reports on ‘native papers used tobe: Fant a gratis to the editors of 
newspapers. It was’ Sir, Richard ‘Templezmibelsstopped that ‘good practice. 
There is no need reviving that arra ment; but 1 hwoudd fhe wz Government 
should see its way to selling the publicatiens:im quastionrat a: cheap: ‘price, 


There are, of course, certain: English’ aid’ native’ ‘papers’ in: this’ couhtiy 
whose a cannot — defended: de ig ‘trie’ that ks ‘anid common 


“ 


portance to such eee et writers aot comets a indy in bw’ jer 
filthy language for the purpose of pleasing readers’ of ' depraved. ep There 
are also journals which, to gain their: sélfish’ ‘ends, disgrace their ‘columns: by 
peo pe in unnecessary and cy od Poke as aut ach i inte does 110 


subversion. AONe SOWISR ORL OL 


84, The same paper says ‘that sees his. récent. :mofussil tour the 
Sir Charles Eliott Lieutenant-Governor, ‘wrote. poportt on. the. offices 
for work. oe eee and courts’ which ‘he inspectes and sent them to 


cage the officials. See, Not even Sir George. Came 
bell showed $0 ) much beard for work, ° : . 


teint OF Ofis aoe EeeeSs Hate 
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| aig ree he 86. The same r points out the followin 
Vernacular ee Ae 7 a defects in the vernac “ barmationn of Bengal :— . 

(1) A disposition to make the Government entirely nsible for the 
strained relations between it and the vernacular press. It is 
unquestionable that this want of harmony isin a great measure due 
to a want of sense of responsibility on the part of many editors. 

(2) A disposition: to indulge in personalities against those from whom: 
the writers in the vernacular press differ in opinion. : 

(3) A disposition on the part of the writers in the vernacular press to 
attach greater importance to their own individual opinions 
than to those of the communities whom they represent. _ 

(4) A disposition on the part of certain native editors-to pander to the 
tastes of the public, however vicious. 7 

(5) A serious want of properly trained editors. 

‘6 A habit, existing among a large number of irresponsible editors, of 
regarding Cor a merely as a source of income. 

87. The Samay, of the 18th September, says that the Calcutta co on- 

iia itil dent of the Rangoon Gazette speaks in very high 
wan | terms of the way in which the Lieutenant-Governor 
has performed his mofussil tour. Every Bengali 
thanks His Honour for his thorough inspection of the work done by the court 
amla and his enquiry into court secrets in the absence of the Hakims. No one 
before him inspected the serista of the courts in this way. His Honour’s 
predecessors, while out touring in the mofussil, were satisfied with receivin 
addresses, seeing fire-works, &c., and the idea of inspecting the serista of the 
courts and the work of the amla never entered into their heads. Sir Charles 
Elliott deserves thanks for his attempt to bring the different departments of the 
ublic service into order, and for his prom, Peador on in making a careful 
inspection of the work done by petty clerks and mohurirs. 
88. The Education Gazette, of the 18th September, says that, according to 
iiiiaiaiii the Ptoneer newspaper, the publication of books 
relating to the worship of the goddess Sitala (the 
goddess of small-pox) stands in the way of vaccination being universally 
accepted. But the writer has never heard of anything of thiskind. That 
the worship of Sitala does not stand in the way of vaccination is clear from the 
fact that she is worshipped even in places where vaccination has been practised 
for two generations. ‘The authorities should not be impatient in this matter, for 
they should bear in-mind that it takes time for a new thing to make way in 
the mofussil. The progress of vaccination in the country shows that the 
Hindus are willing to adopt whatever is beneficial in the European system of 
medicine. Vaccination would have made greater progress if arrangements had 
been made to vaccinate with lymph taken Firect from the cow instead of from 
the arms of vaccinated persons, and if vaccinators had in all cases acted with 
patience and discretion. May people fear, and not without reason, that under 
the arm-to-arm system of vaccination the germs of consumption, syphilis, and 
other diseases are transferred from one child to another. 
Penida Mak 89. The same paper has the following on the 
prevalence of malaria in Bengal:— _ 

Malaria is the prevailing disease in Bengal ; and, according to the Sanitary 
Commissioner, mortality from it is increasing every year. The Sanitary 
Commissioner ascribes its prevalence not, as is now the fashion to do, to 
early marriage, the joint-family system, or any other native custom or 
usage, but to the water-logged condition of the soil caused by obstruction 
to drainage. This obstruction is becoming greater every year with the 
increase in the number of roads and railways in the country. When cons- 
tructing these roads and railways adequate provision is not made for the 
passage of water. Where a road or a railway stands the pressure of water 
uring the rainy season, no culverts are constructed under it in order to 
allow water to . In such cases the water-courses intersected by the 
road or the railway are stopped by means of earth, and_ culverts are 
constructed only when this fails to keep the water in check. The Engineers, 


Who construct these roads and railways, sorrows think that when a road 


causes mischief. to a place by obstructing ge, it is the duty of the people 
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countrymen, the administration of criminal justice in this country would n0 
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of that place to bring suits for damages, and thereby compel the ‘patty | 
constructing the road or the railway to provide for the escape of. water; ang 
when no such suit is instituted by the people, they think that they (th, 
Engineers) need not increase the cost of construction by constructing culverts oye 

the water-courses intersected by these roadsand railways. But mofussil men ap 


very timid and do not know how to act jointly, and so no complaints come fron, — 


them. The breaches in the railways, which occur every year during ‘the raing 


show that not only sufficient openings are not provided for the passage of water, 


but even such narrow passages as would be barely sufficient to. protect the railway 
lines from the inrush of water are not always provided. In the opinion of thy © 
writer, the Sanitary Commissioner ought to prepare a list of. the places: whem — 
the railway lines give way during the rains, and to call for explanations from 
the Engineers as to why adequate openings for the passage of water were not 
provided in those places. it is a fact that culverts are not always constructed 
in village roads. This is very objectionable. If money for the construction 
of culverts be not forthcoming, let the very construction of roads be stopped. . 
90. The Bungavdst, of the 19th September, has the following :— 
ee Whose fault is it that we suffer so much? 
thi eaterings of the people and §=Some say it is the fault of the sovereign ; othen 
| that it is the fault of the subjects themselves; und 
a third set of people lay the whole blame at the door of our neighbours and 
relations. But it is really the fault of our own fate, and not of any one o 
anything else that we suffer. Ifit were not for our own ill-luck, we should 
not certainly suffer so much. Take, for instance, the fact of police oppression, 
about which we talk so often. Weare always asking our sovereign to check 
the oppression and injustice which is committed by the police. But isit 
wholly in the power of the sovereign to check it? Much of the oppression 
and injustice which is committed by the police would disappear if the police 
officers themselves should respect the laws which have been made by the 
sovereign for their guidance. The majority of police officers in a district are 
native. In some districts the District Superintendent and the Assistant 
District Superintendent are the only two police officers that are European. If, 
therefore, all the native officers of police were really honest and respéctable men, 
or at least felt a disinclination to oppress their own countrymen, what oppression 
could one or two European officers alone commit? It may, indeed, be argued 
that the _- police officers wield all real power, and their subordinates 
having only to carry out their orders, cannot be justly made responsible for any 
oppressions that are committed. But what is the fact? Who does not know 
the character of the lower police? How many cases of police Oppression at 
all come to the notice of the chief police authorities? Hardly one in 2 
hundred. Whose fault is it, then, that the remaining 99 per cent. of the 
cases of police oppression happen? Of course the authorities may, again, be 
blamed for encouraging the evil tendencies of the police by the employment 
of dishonest men as police officers, and in this view of the matter they may 
be asked to reform the police; and it is also easy to blame the Government 
for not effecting police reform. But instead of doing this, would it not be 


_ better for the people themselves to try to improve the morale of those country- 


men of theirs who are employed as _ police officers? Would it not be better 
to teach native police officers 1o be honest and to love their countrymen, to 
teach them to respect the laws which have been made by the authorities for 
their guidance? All the evils will begin to disappear from the moment suth 
an attempt will be made. But the people are determined not to do this. They 
will rather lay the whole blame on the shoulders of Government than make any 
such attempt, Is this reasonable, or is it at all for the good of the country? * 

What bee been said above regarding the police might also be said in regard 
to other departments of the administration. Take, for instance, the admis 
tration of criminal | ervey It 1s often heard that native criminals are very 
heavily punished, and that not unoften they have to suffer.a good deal of 
indignity and oppression through the fault of the Hakims. A little careful 
consideration wil) show that the majority of these Hakims again are natives, 
and the stigma attaching to the administration of criminal justice 1s due 
mainly to them. If the native Hakims had real love for their country and 
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certainly have been: stigmatized .as: it-is to-day. Look. atthe gonduct of 
European Hakime towards .Kuropean criminals. It can hardly be said that 
Enropeah Hakims let off European criminals in disregard of the law, and thus 
frustrate the ends: of justice. Others may say so, but the writer will not. All 
that canbe said: ‘of European Hakims in this respect is that, with a perfect 
regard for the law, they try. their best to acquit European criminals. They 
are also careful to see that such criminals are not unduly harassed and disgraced 
in the courts. ‘This explains. why the white complexion is so much respected 
in this country, and the native. is harassed and disgraced at every turn. . ‘hose, 
therefore, who do not desire to see any oppression in the administration of 
criminal justice: should: try. their best to direct the native Hakims to take 
a good path, and inspire;them with feelings of love and affection for their own 
country and countrymen, es : | 

91. ‘The same paper. says that malaria is raging violently in Meherpore 
fasdaite ‘ti Mebiegeld tn hs in the Nuddea district. It is said that the Assistant 
Nuddea district. ~ ... Surgeon of the place will soon be removed, Goyv- 
| . ernment ought to make some arrangement for 

the medical treatment of the people, or they will die in large numbers. 


. 92. The same paper says that a tiger is committing great havoc in some 
ie villages in Lalpore in the Rajshahye district. It 
A tiger in the Bajshabye dis. ‘has already killed 150 men. People are about to 
; 3 leave for other places for fear of the beast, as all 


their attempts to kill it have been unsuccessful, 


93. The Prakriti, of the 19th September, says that in the Native States 

ae of India, Hindus and Mussulmans do not quarrel 

PB sae sim between Hindus and with one another as they do in British India. Can 
Government explain why this is so? That the 


Hindu rulers of the Native States rule their subjects impartially was proved 
on the occasion of the last Mohurrum by the distribution of money among 
Mussulman fakirs by the Maharaja of Vizagapatam. The quarrels which 
frequently take place between Hindus and Mussulmans in British India are a 
disgrace to British rule in India, — ie bac : 
94. A correspondent of the Sanjivani, of the 19th September, communi- 
ax cates the following story of a woman who was 
Dice stotaa enlisted and sent as a coolie to Assam :— 
A woman named Bimala, daughter of one Rajballabh Sikdar, of village 
Chitkar, about three miles from Deoghur, was enticed away from her home b 
a male acquaintance of hers on the plea that he would take her to her husband, 
who was in Ranigunj. At Ranigunj she met her husband, but was told 
by a Babu that as her husband was going to Gauhati, she too would do 
well to go there. On her agreeing to the proposal, the Babu sent the woman 
by rail to Dhubri, accompanied by a woman and a chaprasi, telling 
her at the same time that her husband, whom she found on the station 
platform, would be in another carriage in the same train. So, on pouden, 
at Dhubri, she was instructed by the chaprasi and several Babus to conce 
her real self from any saheb who might come to her and want to know her 
name, caste, and place of residence. ‘This she refused todo. In the end, 
however, she had no other alternative but to say as she was instructed by those 
| as a chaprasi stood on each side of her when a saheb examined her. 
he woman was then sent on to-Gowhati by a mail steamer. The correspon- 
dent’s attention was drawn to this woman by her incessant weeping on board 
the steamer. Her wailings were such as would have melted the flintiest heart. 
She was being sent as a coolie to the Dum-Duma tea-garden in Dibrugarh. — 


_ 95. The same paper says that the Graphic newspaper in England has 

The Bangavasi case in the published an article on the seditious newspapers of 
Graphic newspaper. 7 India. The writer of the article says that in India, 
88 in Ireland, the educated classes love seditious writing, and it was for this 
reason that Government could not punish the Bangavasi, and that the Bangavasi’s 
escape at the trial was due to the native jurors, whose number was not smal] 
compared with the number of. European jurors. Every line that the writer in 
the Graphic has penned proves that he possesses & wonderful knowledge of the 
case. Is it not strange news that the Bangavasi escaped punishment owing to & 
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from the truth than that educated natives like seditious writing. 3g 
96. The Httavadi, of the 19th September, is in favour of holdings 
A meeting of the Congress in meeting of the Congress in rey in 1892, | 
England. this is done, the misconceptions which now prevail 
regarding the Congress will be removed. The resolutions of the Congress now — 
reach England in a distorted form. The Anglo-Indians do not like the Con 
for to them, the sight of enslaved Indians raising their heads is unbearable, — 
They therefore circulate the rumour in England that the Congress is trying to | 
drive the English from India, to bring the army in India under native control, 
and to form a Pistinenand in India. They also say that the Congress is disloyal, 
is supported with Russia’s money, and consists of ignorant, incompetent men, 
who have been disgraced by Government and have lost their employ, 
ment. Surendra Babu’s visit to England has already proved a_discom- 
fiture for these men. If now some five or six hundred leading Indians hold a 
meeting of the Congress in England, the people of that country will have an 
opportunity of judging of the movement for themselves, and all misconceptions 
regarding it will vanish in a moment. eS 


97. The same paper says that at the — — of the Hygiene 

a , Congress man ighly-pai uropean - medica 

Sc cr ae olen of Govaneuas mid that the increase 7 
malaria in India was due to increase of population, and.to the prevalence of 
superstitious and insanitary habits among the people. This may be partially 
true, but to ascribe the prevalence of malaria solely to these causes would be 
wrong. And to condemn as superstitious all the practices of a people, every act 


large number of native gentlemen on the jury ? Nothing, again, can be further 


of whose daily life was enjoined with the object of improving the health of the 


body—practices which have been followed for thousands of years without harm 
or inconvenience—is certainly very improper. Much of the malaria is owing to 
scarcity of good drinking water. In the mofussil people have to drink the foul 
tank water. Formerly people looked upon the excavation of tanks for the supply 
of drinking water as an act of religious merit. But unfortunately their ideas of 
religious duty have now changed, and nobody now thinks of excavating tanks for 
the use of his neighbours. Selfishness is on the increase, and every one is 
anxious to make himself and family comfortable, and has not time even to 


think of his neighbour, who is starving, or of the dear relation who has become 


utterly destitute. Government is no doubt taking steps to improve the health 
of the country, but the condition of the villages will not improve until its 
attention is drawn to the supply of good drinking water. = 


98. The Dacca Prakash, of the 20th September, says that the entertain- 

Raja Suryyakant Acharyya of ments which the rich men of Calcutta: provide for 
Mymensingh. the officials of Government enable them to win 
the good opinion of the latter without difficulty, Asa consequence many men 
whose deeds cannot be seen without the help of, a microscope have been decorated 
with the highest titles. If titles had been conferred on the Calcutta men after 
appraising their good deeds against those of the people in the mofussil, 
either none among them would have obtained the high titles which they have 
obtained, or titles would have been conferred on so large a number of meni 
the mofussil that one would have come across a titled gentleman at every turn. 


‘Reference is then made to the various acts of public charity done by Raja 


Suryyakant Acharyya of Mymensingh, and the following remarks are made:— 

As the Lieutenant-Governor has been informed of the various acts 0 
charity done by the Raja, he will probably compare them with those done by 
the titled gentlemen of Calcutta, and confer on him a suitable title. It is hoped 


that His Honour will also find out others who deserve recognition at the hands of 


Government for their good deeds. They too require to be rewarded.who spend 
lakhs of rupees for the good of their countrymen, even though they consider'lt 
improper to give money to Government and to foreigners 


99. The Hindi Bangavasi, 7 the 21st Sentero says that * the temps 
hoe | at Buddha Gya has long remained in the possessi0 
The temple at Buddha Gya. of the Hin dus, it is diffi cult to understand how 
Government can now feel itself justified in making it over to the Buddhists. 


( 1089 ) 


100. The Gquhar, of 7 2 - Se a eh that as the temple of Buddha 

3.7 ya aR’ ra: time & -sapred 
The temple “a8 nddha Gye. of pilgrimage of . the: Hindos Goverment son 
not hastily « eome’ to a decision reganiing ite future management and proprieton- 


: a 
The Som Prakash, of the 21st Reptember, has eating from Al reliable 
on.on hoard the steamer Source, the following case’ of pppression on board 
“oh - the steamer Buck: Gnd, ‘belonging to _ Port Com- 
isonet of ‘Calcutta’: me e 
15th. September last, when the Has 6 was 85 ied for the 
on ‘ {99 rion apa who same dye Railwa 
ae 


supon.g khglas : i deren i 16 rout ipon find abused ‘hint 
ry nak. cae Ahe Banh leman t ge ers P : tert b ‘the islasis: * The: 
| ad | anishing th e khalasis, tried to ne 


¢ the gentlemen. over 5 the } lice, py fortes thé police d” ‘not interfere. 
The question naw is, how lo n of ot natives I by” khiilasis, black 


| ng ppres: 
Eurasians, and railway Cc contiriué ? ue deny tie 6" the | one’ noticed ‘above 


nitieman ‘fé 
=~ This ted to 


ar peans a ans. It is hoped dat the 
wg will take stops to pat down, this Ste by Te ‘board the 

UC 
192, The Datnil-o-Semdehor Chandrikd, of the 81stSeptember, gives trans- 
"ig Ban aasicase, ated extracts: from the Knglish papers (the Zcho, 
_ the cack &e.) on she. Haagenen: CARE), and observes 


as follows : ptery e. 


Though the selearels hic summary of: the cage sent to England. the 
Calcutta correspondent of the Times newspaper wes favourable to the ad, the 
prosecution, still none of the English. papers, exeopeng. the Tunes, have defended 
the action of Government in this matter. - -glone does not blame the 
Government for instituting this prosetintiing. | the “Bangavasi has not. been 
punished, and in the ye aaa of ae ‘Fory- dak Bow this has proved :injurious to 
Government. ‘While ‘some an gy, Bo overnment would “on cat 
nothing even if the Bangavast had » the Times alone. oe t the 
Tory papers says that. Government. hae’ sudfero nothing in consequence © 
the escape of the Bangavasi. But the writer cannot sa what hes has led the 
-Times to- make this statement. Some ay that its object is tg encourage 
Government to institute more prosecutions thig nature.’ If so; the people of 
England will not, it is certain, forgive the paper which thus encourages 
attempts to deprive the press of its liberty. 

: he St. James’ Gazetle is a meet Y Paper ‘and it woul y socom have been 
gat the Bangayast had been ut it blames. Government for its 
mfiture. It predicts misc Biirares from incident, and says that hencefor- 
ward the 2 peaple, of India will offer greater opposition ‘to Government. Some 
People in. England say that this op et on the part of the people of India 
increases Lord Lanadowae! 8 M) the ‘writer. does not think so. 
Though His Exeellency has com €ITQYS. 1 various quarters, still the 
‘Writer is not prepared. 40 question ion and impartiality. - 
_ The St. James’ Gazette has all along.been.opposed to the Consent Act, and 
knew that its passing would excite the people and lead them to condemn the 
Government. Tt therefore fone that the stron; anguage wu used in the B spared 
Was owing to the pore. of that hat Act, Men BE experience in En sland, are 5a 
the same thing. In India, Sir Auckland Colvin, Lieutengnt-Governor o 
North-Western Provinces, warned the Governor-General, saying that ho of 
Of the Act would create excitement. among the people, BG. 

The editors of English newspapers are. ascribing the riots at Benares, 
Arrah, and Calcutta to the nea ‘ Consent, Act and Mr. Pincott is advis- 
sing Government to re the ap It is therefore clear that, though the 
agitation against the Act in India may be easily put down, that in England 
will continue, for the editors of English new — cannot be. so summararily 
dealt: with. asthe — of native papers in 
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_ The telegraphic summary of the case sent to England by the Times’ corre. 


spondent has caused this excitement in England. And it is not yet known hoy 
the subject is being discussed there after the account of the trial, Chandra 
Nath’s deposition and Mr. Jackson’s speech have been made known. Mr. Jack. 
son’s speech will no doubt convince many that the passing of the Consent Ac 


has not been proper. Thus it is clear that, speaking generally, the opinion of | 


the English newspapers is against Government in this matter. It is for this 


reason that the writer asked Government to desist from the prosecution. The | 


Viceroy and his Councillors are men of experience, and now that they are in 

en ey of the drift of public opinion on the subject, both mm India and ip 
England, they will see their way to pardoning the Bangavass if it be nece 

to pardon it, as it has been nece to prosecute it, in the interest of the State, 

103. The same paper says that an ignorant writer in an Anglo-Indian 

The Dainik and the Bancavasi, Paper has stated that the Daintk is only a daily 

ee edition of the Bangavasi. There is absolutely no 

truth in this statement. So far as editorial matters go, the Daintk is perfectly 


independent of the Bangavasi. The opinions of the two papers a in many — 
matters, but also disagree in many; The Anglo-Indian papers are deceived into | 
wrong notions about the Daintk by men who do not read it. The writeris — 


sorry to see even the Statesman newspaper in this error. | 
104, The Dacca Gazette, aoe 21 . September, bry that. the cause of the 
ey eople’s unhappiness would be, ina great measure, 
Sadlek ellis tok Gn aatnes ceed ts English officials should freely mix 
of India. with them. But alas! not to speak of Magistrates 
and Commissioners, even the District Judges, who used formerly to mix freely 
with the people, do not like to do so now. People will be startled to hear that 
a certain English civilian in Dacca does not remember to have heard even the 
name of the native civilian Mr. K. G. Gupta, although he once enjoyed 


Mr. Gupta’s hospitality. It isa matter for congratulation, however, tliat the 


civilian has not lost all recollection of the hospitality, although he has completely 
forgotten his host’s name. | a 

105. The same paper has an article complimentary of the British rule, in 
which the writer points out the advantages of that 
rule over the ancient Mahomedan rule. The most 
marked feature of British rule is that the Judges 
are not in any way under Government control and influence, and the rulers 


themselves are as much subject to the law as the ruled. 


Urryva Papers. - 


106. The Utkaldipika, = the a. August, Sr pr oe the oa 

ye unicipality do not properly attend to their duties. 

rae Ce ee In the ‘evita opinion naan al the roads and drains 

in that municipality are in such a wretched condition that infectious diseases, 
like malarious fever, &c., are apprehended in certain quarters. | 

107. The same paper is sorry to notice that a large number of cultivators 

Canal water for irrigation pur. Cultivating lands by the side of the irrigation canal 


ee. in Kendrapara, though they applied for canal water, 


could not get it in time. The writer, however, learns that an enquiry has been 
set on foot on the subject by the local authorities. — 
108. The Utkaldipika, of the hc i 8B is aonsy to learn that ak ag 
ee ment has rejected the application of the people o 
nar NE Se Parikud, in the Puri district, for Saemlesan Gs ig 
facture salt, and observes that the manufacture was a great industry in Orissa, 
supporting a large number of poor people residing on the sea coast. The writer 
requests Mr. Toynbee, the Commissioner of the Orissa Division, to lay the matter 
before Government in a proper form, and thereby rescue a large number of men, 
women and children, who have no other means of living, from abject poverty 
by helping them to earn their livelihood by honest means, 


AssaM PAPERS, 


109. The Paridarshak, of the 14th September, cannot see why educated men 
= _ should be required for the Subordinate Judic 
pe es Bubantinnte Judicial Service Service in Bengal, and the aumhe sereies in 
should be recruited from among clerks and sub- 
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deputies. It is time that the Chief Commissioner of Assam should put a stop 
to the system of giving away appointments in the Subordinate Judicial Service 
by favour. The result of such a system is that old Government clerks and sub- 
deputies who have succeeded in winning the peu opinion of their superior 
officers are given these appointments by way of advancement. That men in 
such inferior service will, in their old age, make quite worthless judicial officers 
need hardly be pointed out. The difference in the quality of civil judicial 


work performed last year in Sylhet and in the other districts of Assam was 


patent even to the Chief Commissioner, who pointed it out in the last Adminis- 


tration — of the province. The reason of this difference is that the civil — 


judicial ration of be been being under the control of the Calcutta High 
Court, is carried on by. educated men, asin Bengal, while in the districts of 
Upper Assam the work is conducted by worthless Extra Assistant Commissioners. 
The difference in the quality of the work done by judicial officers in Bengal 
and by those in Assam will be also clear from a comparison of the civil and 
criminal judicial work of Sylhet, the civil work being in the hands of Bengal 
officers and the criminal in the hands of Assam men. It cannot, of course, be said 
that the Assam Subordinate Judicial Service is without a single competent officer. 
There are men in that service who have the reputation of being very able 
judicial officers, but their number can be counted on one’s fingers. What the 
writer contends is that the bulk of the service consists of worthless men. 
That the case is such is because the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner allows 
himself to be guided by his subordinates, who in their turn allow themselves to 
be influenced by the flattery of their subordinate clerks. 

The Subordinate Judicial Service of Assam, as at present constituted, 
consists almost entirely of men who know nothing of law, except the little 
knowledge of it which they acquire in passing their departmental examinations. 
And it is foolish to expect that men with such knowledge of the law, and no 
experience of procedure and evidence, should acquit themselves well as judicial 
officers. 

110. The same paper et ee the action of Mr. Driberg, Inspector- 

The Inspector-General of Police, General of the Assam Police, in degrading Babu 
Assam, and a Sub-Inspector of Mahes Chandra Das, Sub-Inspector of Derai 
Police. thana, within the jurisdiction of the Sunamgunge 
subdivision of the Sylhet district, for taking seven days to make an investi- 
gation. Babu Mahes Chandra says in defence that he was delayed in the 
investigation owing to census work which was pressing at that time. Mr. 
Driberg should have taken this plea into consideration. 

111. The same paper requests Mr. Kempto recommend to Mr. Ritchie the 
transfer of Nasiruddin, head-constable of the 
Jaldhup thana, to some other place, as it is not 
desirable that a public officer, against whom there was lately a case of bribery, 
should continue to work in the place where the case—albeit an unsuccessful 
one—was brought against him. 

112. A correspondent of the same paper says that the transfer system, 

not being in fa force in the Department of Public 
Instruction in Assam, teachers of schools are per- 
mitted to remain in one place for long periods. This has a very demoralising 
elfect on the teachers. And it is this demoralisation of the teaching staff 
which is telling so severely on the condition of the Bengali and the normal 
schools, and especially of the aided schools. 

Babu Rajanikanta Basu, Acting Deputy Inspector of Schools, Gauhati, 
has peneee a scheme for the transfer of teachers. It is hoped the Director 
of Public Instruction will stay the downward progress of the Education 
Department by introducing a system of transfer for teachers. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Translator. 


A head constable 


Transfer of teachers in Assam. 
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